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Making It With Bread
CLAIRE

D.

SPRAGUE

In Bible times bread teas principally in the form of thin cakes
baked upon the hearth or in the oven. Those eaten by the poor
were made of barley meal, u;ith oil instead of butter. They tcere
leavened or unleavened, and kneaded in a trough. "Bread is a
basis of human understanding. It is our staff of life."
Many people say that history can be dull, drab or stodgy. It is
certainly true that not very often can one smell and taste history.
But this is the case in an attractively plain, wooden building
located on the southwest corner of Sierra Nevada and Flora Streets
in Stockton, California. This building, called The Genova Bakery,
is full of history, and tells a story of a cultural mix of early California and space age tastes.
We often hear a quote, "Man cannot live by bread alone," but it
certainly gave rise to an Italian-American named Angelo Rolleri,
who has "made it" in many different ways.
Since 1918, Angelo Rolleri has operated the Genova Bakery in
Stockton, making bread and making friends with equal dexterity.
Now in his 70's, he is a tradition for those who enjoy his warmth
and friendship combined with the warmth of fresh bread. Here
we see a little touch of the past, mixed with the present staples
of life.
With a little imagination, a visitor to Angelo Rolleri's store can
be transported vicariously to a small country-like store. Ignoring
the incongruous sounds of the outside street traffic, the visitor
walks on wooden floors and sees solid oak pillars that divide the
merchandise in the crowded aisles. There are hundred-pound
gunny sacks filled with chestnuts, rice, beans, and other staples.
The sacks are placed on the floor along the walls nestled with
boxes of dried fish imported from Alaska and Sardinia. There are
bottle corks and faucets of all sizes to use in wine barrels. The
shelves are well · stocked with a variety of canned goods, such as
tuna, olive oil, mushrooms, soups, candies and Portuguese sardines
in pure olive oil imported from Angelo Parodi, Antodio, Portugal.
Near the windows, there is a stark contrast of the old and new
world. Here are galvanized buckets, funnels, locks, watches, wash
tubs, school supplies, screws, expresso coffee and colorfully decorated figurines from Italy. One housewife eagerly searches for an
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electric alarm clock or a light globe, while at her elbow, another
delightedly discovers a plain washboard, or clothespins. A man
might spot a Coleman lantern, garden tools, seeds, fertilizers, or
even a scythe for cutting hay. The divergences of items you can
purchase here is permeated by the old-fashioned feeling that the
proprietor of the store really cares, when he calls out to you in
his booming voice, "Hello! How are you today?"
In the rear of the store is a six-foot refrigerator crowded with
salami, blood sausages, cheeses, beers and soft drinks.
But the hot bread and rolls have top priority in the merchandise
for sale. The high quality of this bread never changes. The smell
of the freshly baked bread attracts the early morning customers
who wander in and have a friendly chat while their order of
bread is put into a long waxed paper bag. Their eyes take in the
shelf items and soon they have selected an order of staples to
take home along with the bread. During Christmas holiday time,
panetoni is an additional popular item from the oven. Focaccia is
always in de:nand.
Customers are pleased when they see items that were familiar

Photo of crew of Genova Bakery. Left to right, Angelo Rolleri
(owner), I oseph Figoni, I ohn Rolleri, Sisto Gotelli, Riccardo
Rolleri, Cesare Martinelli.
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GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
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MEN DO NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE

Photographs by Dorothy Sullivan Simpson
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to them in their European homeland. Many have returned to this
store for a quarter century or more. In this day of hurried shopping, it is refreshing to hear and to see personal service to each
individual entering the store.
It is not uncommon for the phone to ring and the caller ask,
"Are you baking focaccia today? Save me a large one." Or, "''ll
be in for two French loaves of bread. I like the crusty ones." There
are stories of bread having been sent to Alaska and to Vietnam. A
taste of that bread would make one feel he had a taste of his
home in Stockton.
In an adjoining room, the bakers are hard at work preparing
and baking the bread, rolls, etc. They are real craftsmen, and work
with great speed. The dough is rolled by hand, but it is kneaded
with automatic equipment. Health codes are carefully observed.
The bakers use twenty-six foot long spats to put the loaves into
the oven and then take them out again. The tantalizing smell of
the hot bread follows the customers after they leave the store.
The oven is truly a part of an historic landmark. Where else, in
this modern bakery business, can you see a solid brick oven where
the nimble fingers of talented craftsmen turn out more than 1,000
loaves of bread daily? The oven is eighteen by forty-four feet.
It was unusually built by hand by a Gennan couple who emigrated
to this country about 1904.
The bakery trucks on the street in the rear of the store, are
quickly loaded with the still hot bakery goods and then delivered
to homes in the outlying farm areas and to small stores and larger
markets in Stockton.
The Genova Bakery has an old rustic appearance. It has been
operated since 1918 by Angelo Rolleri. He comes from a line of
Italian-American ancestry. His relatives are an important part
of the success of the store, as are the other dedicated people who
work for him. The high quality of service is there from the baking
of the bread to the driver who delivers it. The clerks behind the
counter, Edna Rolleri and Edith Asborno, reflect the cordial atmosphere of the establishment. This independently owned store
has remained in this family through the years.
It would be well if this small business would remain as part of
our heritage that ties the past to the present. A small store is a
way to begin life in America, but it is not easy to continue for a
long period of time in this age of competition. It is a rough
business.
The Genova Bakery is a success! Energy, enthusiasm, and pride
have proved the results are worth the effort.
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Award of Excellence awarded to Angelo Rolleri in 1971.
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MEN WHO BROUGHT DREAMS
AND EDUCATION TO CALIFORNIA
An Address by Stanley E. McCaffrey, President, University of
the Pacific, San Diego Congress of History, March 31, 1973.
It is a distinct pleasure to be with you for your annual conference. Since coming to the University of the Pacific a little over
a year ago, I have been greatly impressed with the significant
work being done by the numerous historical societies to preserve
and record the colorful and exciting history of this great state.
We have considerable pride in the University of the Pacific's
Center for Western Historical Studies and are pleased to serve as
headquarters for the Conference of California Historical Societies.
The development of California as we know it has been extremely rapid and without the work being done by these organizations,
the rush to the future would quickly obscure the past. Much of
what we are doing in higher education is dependent upon the
preservation of the past to give us a proper perspective on the
present and the future. Certainly, the historical perspective provided by the work each of you is doing can be counted among the
most valuable resources available in California today.
One of this State's greatest resources is its educational system.
The combination of the State Universities and Colleges, the University of California and the numerous independent colleges and
universities give California the best system of higher education in
the United States. An · additional asset is the network of community colleges providing post secondary education in some 96
local communities throughout the State.
I have had the fortunate and somewhat unusual opportunity
of working with all four elements of higher education in our State:
As vice president of the University of California, as president of
the board of Peralta Junior College District, (in each instance
working closely with the State colleges and universities) and
finally with independent universities as president of the University
of the Pacific.
The tremendous development of this complex higher education
system all has been achieved in just over 100 years and a
great deal of it since World War II. Prior to World War II, for
example, there were only seven State colleges in existence with a
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total enrollment of 13,000 students. Since 1947, twelve new campuses have been established and their enrollment now exceeds
260,000 students.
Throughout the development of California, and its unique educational system, there have been certain individuals who mark beginnings. As Rockwell D. Hunt pointed out in his book California
Firsts, "California is exceptionally rich in beginnings. To know
about the first times - the genesis of things - is to be well on
the way to the climax of the story."
In our discussion tonight we will attempt to trace some of the
developments of education in California, primarily through some
of the individuals responsible for significant beginnings. Naturally, in any endeavor such as this some outstanding individuals will
not be mentioned. It is not our intent that this should be a history of education in California; instead, we will mark those "beginnings which have led to the current climax" of the story of
education in California.
The beginning of formal education in California must be traced
to the establishment of the first Mission here in San Diego. On July
1, 1769 Father J unipero Serra and Gaspar de Portola arrived in
San Diego and established the first in the chain of Missions. While
the Missions could hardly be described as schools in the truest
sense, the Franciscan fathers did provide instruction in religion,
common crafts and rudimentary domestic economy.
In general, it could be said that education was not one of the
priorities of the early pioneers. There were several attempts at
establishing schools between the late 1700's and the, mid 1800's
but none survived. H. H. Bancroft, famed historian of the Pacific
States, lists a total of 55 schools in 11 different sites started during
that period. Areas in which attempts were made to start schools
include San Jose, San Francisco, Monterey, San Diego, Santa Barbara and Los Angeles.
The first State School Report in 1851, that of State Superintendent John G. Martin, gives some indication of the situation at that
time: Butte County had 50 children but no school; Calaveras
County, 100 children but no school; Colusa, 75 children, with some
prospect of a school next year; El Dorado County, 100 children
but no school; Contra Costa County, 400 children; Marin County,
60 children and a mission school at San Rafael; Mariposa County,
100 children "no school organized;" Mendocino County, 70 children and a school of 20 pupils on the Russian River; Monterey
County, 500 children, two schools of 40 pupils each in the city;
179 at San Juan and no school; San Joaquin County had 250
10

children and two schools, both at Stockton; Sacramento, 400 children and no schools except two primary and one academy, a high
school in the city of Sacramento - all private; Santa Cruz County
had 200 children and two schools, both in the town, numbering
65 scholars; Santa Clara County had 300 children - The Young
Ladies Seminary at San Jose in charge of the Sisters of Charity
had 90 pupils and the San Jose Academy had 60 pupils.
The need for education, however, was recognized by the framers
of California's first constitution. A system of free public education
with a superintendent of public instruction at its head was provided for when the Constitution was adopted in 1849. The University of California also was called for in the Constitution, but it
was to be nearly 20 years before it became a reality.
Before public education became a reality, the Gold Rush
brought with it dedicated church men who fully appreciated the
need for educational institutions. In 1849, the arrival of two
Jesuits and two Methodist ministers would eventually lead to the
establishment of the first institutions of higher learning in
California.
By authority of the General Conference of the Methodist Church
in 1848 two young men were selected to conduct missionary work
in California. In the autumn of 1849 Isaac Owen arrived in San
Francisco by the overland route and William Taylor arrived at
virtually the same time by taking the "around the horn" route.
In D ecember of 1849 two Jesuit missionaries left the Oregon
territory to begin their work in California. Father Michael Accolti and John Nobili had been in Oregon since 1844 and with the
discovery of gold, almost at once the Jesuit fathers began a migration to California.
Evidence indicates that Isaac Owen had in mind the establishing
of an institution of higher learning even before his arrival in California. Soon after the arrival of Owen and Taylor, three educational conferences were held leading up to the actual chartering
of the first college in the State. The first conference was in San
Jose in 1851 at which the "founding of an institution of the grade"
of university was recommended. The second was in San Francisco
where possible locations for the institution were discussed, and
the third, in late June, in Santa Clara where the name and location were decided. The new institution would be located in Santa
Clara and its original name, California Wesleyan College, was soon
changed to University of the Pacific. On July 10, 1851, the State
Supreme Court granted it the first charter for an institution of
higher education in California.
ll

Although it was originally established in Santa Clara, the University of the Pacific was moved to San Jose in 1871. Then in the
mid-1920's, under the leadership of Tully C. Knoles, the campus
was moved to its present location in Stockton. Dr. Knoles guided
the institution through its move to Stockton and for another 25
years through the difficult depression and war years. He was succeeded by an alumnus of the University, Dr. Robert E. Burns, who
in his 25 years of leadership brought Pacific to its present position
of prominence in higher education.
At the same time that the University of the Pacific was being
established in 1851, another institution of higher learning also was
taking shape in Santa Clara.
The Dominican bishop of San Francisco, Joseph Sadoc Alemany,
had asked the Jesuit Father John Nobili, to open a college at the
Mission of Santa Clara. The College of Santa Clara, (now University of Santa Clara), opened its classroom doors in May of 1851.
On April 21, 1855, Santa Clara College was chartered by the State
of California.
Thus began private higher education in California. During the
next 25 years, six more private institutions of higher learning were
established which continue today. Mills College was established in
1852, University of San Francisco opened on Market Street in 1855,
Chapman College traces its origins to 1861, St. Mary's in Moraga
was established in 1863 and Holy Names College was chartered
in 1868. From 1875 to 1900 nine more private institutions were to
be established, and in the 25-year period from 1900 to 1925 the
ranks would grow by another 15 private colleges and universities.
Before leaving the origins of private higher education, the
founding of two of the largest should be explored.
An alumnus of California's first chartered institution was to play
an important role in the establishment of what has become the
State's largest private institution of higher education.
Although begun as a nonsectarian enterprise, the opening of the
University of Southern California in 1880 resulted from more than
10 years of planning by members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Among the leaders in this effort was Robert Madey Widney, who left his native Ohio to earn a Bachelor and Master of
Arts degree from the University of the Pacific in San Jose. Widney
spent a brief period teaching mathematics and science at UOP
during the 1860's and then studied law. In 1868 he opened a combination real estate and law office in Los Angeles. He was to become president of the University of Southern California's first
board of trustees.
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During the 1870's efforts were made by Widney and other members of the Methodist Episcopal Church to obtain propeliy which
would serve as an endowment for the proposed university. Finally,
in July of 1879, Ozro W . Childs, an Episcopalian, John G. Downey,
a Catholic, and Isaias W. Hellman, a Jew donated 308 lots of land
in what was then called "West Los Angeles." Fifty-six Jots were
to be used for the campus and the remainder would be sold for
an endowment fund for the new university.
Two young brothers, both Methodist ministers, provided the
leadership for the beginnings of the University of Southern California. The Reverend Marion McKinley Bovard was named first
president of the University in 1880. At the same time his brother,
the Reverend Freeman D. Bovard, was elected to the Chair of
Ancient Languages and Mathematics. Marion Bovard served as
president until 1891. His brother filled the same position from
1903 to 1921. During its first year, the Bovard brothers conducted
a majority of the classes with the help of one other full-time
instructor.
Robert Widney's brother, Dr. Joseph Widney, who also earned
a master's degree at the University of the Pacific, became dean of
USC's College of Medicine in 1884 and in 1892 became the second president of the University.
The death of a teenage boy resulted in the founding of another
major private university. In 1884 Leland Stanford, his wife, and
their only son were touring Europe when the son developed typhoid fever. On March 13, 1884, Leland Stanford, Junior died in
Florence, Italy. The loss of their only son prompted the Stanfords
to establish the university and provide its endowment. Stanford
had been a regent of the University of California since 1882 and
was well aware of . the growing needs for higher education. On
November 11, 1885, he executed the Grant of Endowment establishing the university, providing its endowment, defining its scope
and organization, naming the trustees and formulating their
powers and duties.
Leland Stanford personally selected the first president of his
university. He traveled to the East Coast visiting Johns Hopkins,
Cornell and several other major institutions in search of the best
possible president. His final selection was David Starr Jordan, one
of the leading scientific men of the country, then at the University
of Indiana. Jordan was to oversee the beginnings of Stanford
University and to lead it through the financially uncertain years
following the panic of 1893, Leland Stanford's death the same year,
and finally to the beginning of prominence in the 20th century.
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In the area of public education, one individual is often cited as
the "architect of California's public school system." The first
superintendent of public instruction had been John Gage Marvin,
elected in the State's first general election on October 7, 1850. It
was not until 1862, however, with the election of John Swett, that
public schools came into their own. Under his leadership a system
of free education for every child in the State was established.
Also, m 1862 the State Legislature passed an act establishing a
State Normal School in San Francisco. This action would ultimately lead to the system of State Universities and Colleges serving California today.
The State's first Normal School soon outgrew the facilities in
San Francisco and by 1867 State Superintendent 0. P. Fitzgerald
argued that the school should be moved to San Jose. Legislation
was finally enacted and in July, 1872, San Jose State Normal
School was established.
San Jose State actually traces its origins back to 1857 when it
began in San Francisco as Minn's Evening Normal School as a
department of the city's school system. First enrollment was recorded as "one gentleman and five ladies." It currently has an enrollment of 26,000 students.
Meanwhile other State Normal Schools were being established;
Branch State Normal School at Los Angeles was opened in August,
1882, and it later became the University of California at Los
Angeles. Another was established in Chico in 1889 and this was
followed by others in Santa Barbara in 1891, San Diego in 1897
and San Francisco in 1899. The Santa Barbara campus eventually
became part of the University of California.
In 1921 all State Normal Schools became known as "teachers"
colleges and then in 1935 they became "State Colleges" and finally
in 1972 their names were changed once more to California State
Colleges and Universities.
Although the original California Constitution provided for the
formation of the University of California, nearly two decades
passed before it became a reality. In 1868 the State acquired an
institution which had been founded as Contra Costa Academy in
Oakland. Its name later was changed to College of California and
its trustees, foreseeing that the proposed University of California
would compete with their own and perhaps make impossible the
development of a single great university, voted to disincorporate
and give all their property to the State. On March 23, 1868, Governor H. H. Haight signed the bill officially creating the University of California.
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The University progressed steadily during its early years, although it was not until the administration of Benjamin Ide
Wheeler began in 1899 that it achieved prominence in American
higher education. During his 20 years as president he oversaw the
construction of 11 major buildings, the expansion and establishment of many departments, the development of student government, and the addition of several new institutions in outlying
areas - the University of Farm at Davis, the Citrus Experiment
Station at Riverside, and Scripps Institution of Biological Research
near San Diego. Each of these new facilities eventually became
distinctive campuses of the University.
By the end of Wheeler's reign, the University was the largest in
the world. Its enrollment was 14,061 students in 1923. It had conferred over 40,000 degrees, and among its alumni were four governors of the State.
I could certainly not review the history of contributions of
great men to California's system of higher education without commenting upon the great contribution made by Robert Gordon
Sproul, who served as President of the University of California
for some 28 years from 1930-1958 and who provided the leadership which saw the university grow into the multi-versity it is
today, expanding from two principal campuses at Berkeley and
Los Angeles to nine campuses under his presidency. I believe it
can be said in truth that Bob Sproul was not only a giant in the
history of the growth of the University of California but a giant
in the history of education in California. I also believe it is a fact
that more young people received degrees under his presidency
than any other college or university president in this State and
perhaps in the nation.
Another notable chapter in the history of California higher education is that of the junior colleges, now called community colleges.
While this movement had its beginnings in Illinois in 1902, it is in
California that it has had its most rapid growth and most extensive development.
In 1907 the California Legislature passed a law providing for
the establishment of junior colleges. The city of Fresno was the
first to take advantage of this new law. Under the guidance of
Superintendent C. L. McLane the Fresno board of education acted
to establish a junior college in the spring of 1910. In 1913 the
Fullerton District Junior College became the first to be supported
by its own school district.
The functions of the community college have developed until
today they are defined as. three-fold: preparation for transfer to
15

a four-year institution; secondly, vocational or occupational training; and, thirdly, offering a variety of courses for the continuing
education of adults.
California's 96 community colleges today comprise perhaps the
largest higher education system in the world enrolling some
850,000 students each year, more than twice the total number enrolled in the University of California and the State Colleges and
Universities combined. Approximately 85 per cent of all California
students enter higher education through the community colleges.
Nationwide there are some 1,070 community colleges enrolling
approximately 2,400,000 students annually.
Thus far we have discussed the development of four distinct
systems of higher education in California; the private colleges and
universities, the California State Colleges and Universities system,
the University of California and the community colleges. Today
each has its own educational mission, and combined they give the
State the best system of higher education in the United States.
This combin~tion has provided the citizens of California a
tremendous resource. The research and scholarship in the major
universities have extended the frontiers of knowledge beyond the
boldest dreams of the founders . The resources available on the
college campuses have brought to California countless businesses
and new industries and have made significant contributions to the
economy of the State. The thousands of cultural activities provided by the colleges each year add immeasurably to the quality
of life in California.
The private colleges and universities continue to have a unique
purpose in our educational system. These schools have played an
important role in the development of all higher education in the
United States, nearly always preceding the establishment of public
supported institutions. In many instances the independent schools
pioneer innovative and creative educational programs subsequently
adopted by the State institutions.
Today some 120,000 students are enrolled in the 52 independent
colleges and universities in California; more students than attending the University of California. Their combined average annual
instructional expenditures exceed $300 million and their annual
outlay for capital expenditure exceeds $50 million. This means that
the citizens of California benefit from the existence of $1.5 billion
in physical facilities, all developed without the help of State funds.
Combined, these institutions last year awarded 14,000 bachelor
degrees, 8,000 master's degrees, and about one half of all doctoral
and professional degrees conferred in the State.
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Of all the factors which make these institutions valuable, probably the most imp01tant is their independence. Free of direct governmental control, they establish their own educational goals. They
are free to innovate and experiment, and can rapidly respond to
the needs and wants of the students they serve.
The University of the Pacific is an example of this ability to
respond, and in doing so it has compiled a · significant record of
being "first" to offer new programs. Among these are:
First co-educational campus in the West, first university-affiliated conservatory of music, first medical school in Northern California (it later became part of Stanford), first four-year institution
of higher learning in the Central Valley, first to establish cluster
colleges, first in the West to emphasize cooperative engineering
programs, first to operate a school of pharmacy on an 11-month
basis, first to establish a Spanish-speaking inter-Ame1ican college,
first to send an entire class to an overseas campus, first to offer
the Doctor of A1ts degree in California.
This characteristic of independent institutions makes them responsive to the needs of the individual student. The recent development of the 4-1-4 calendar, for example, makes it possible
for a student or a faculty member to develop his or her own
study program for the one-month winter term and explore a
single topic in depth for the entire month. This may be through
independent study, group travel experience, or even involvement
in some community service program.
The pluralistic nature of higher education, the combination of
public and private institutions, provide prospective students in
California with the broadest possible freedom of choice. Students
are not all alike. Some function better in smaller private institutions where they have the advantage of the close student-faculty
relationships. Others can achieve just as well in larger State institutions which perhaps offer a wider range of programs and research activities. It is important, however, that the options remain
open.
Private higher education, however, is confronting one of the
most serious financial crises since the beginning of World War II
when enrollments rapidly declined. The end of the military draft
and declining birth rate, along with some changing attitudes of
young people, have combined to create a situation in which nearly
every irlstitution of higher learning is facing a decline, or at the
very least a leveling of enrollments. This is especially serious for
the private institutions since a very high percentage of their operating expenses are covered by student tuition. At the University
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of the Pacific, for example, nearly 75 per cent of our more than
$20 million operating budget comes from student tuition and fees.
Although many private institutions in the nation are facing
critical financial times, I am confident that the University of the
Pacific and nearly all of California's independent schools will meet
these challenges and will survive.
As one reviews all aspects of the history of California, certainly
there is no chapter that is more exciting and significant than that
of the history of education in our State. And I firmly believe that
all elements which have contributed to the development of this
commonwealth into the great nation-State it is today, none has
made a greater contribution than has our educational system. The
growth and development of this total educational system has been
highlighted by the efforts of numerous individuals who have displayed the faith, enthusiasm, wisdom and courage to face seemingly unsurmountable adversity. Similar individuals today will
not permit a deterioration of the quality and diversity that has
been built into California education. They will continue the dedicated efforts that have been made in the past to meet new challenges, to preserve and increase the strength of our educational
institutions and to play a vital role in contributing to the continuing progress of this great State.
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Frauenburg ( Frombork, Poland) where Copernicus served as
Canon of the Cathedral.
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THE GRAND MOTION
DoRoTHY TYE

The pioneer spirit has altcays thrilled historians, whether its
expression has been through physical daring on land, or the more
subtle but no less dangerous exploits of the mind. California stands
on a unique pinnacle of pioneering achievements in all areas,
even in the mysterious regions of interstellar space. After incredible physical hardships, the world's largest telescope was
opened to the sky on M aunt Palomar in 1947, and in 1969 the
historical laser beam shot to the moon was accomplished from
Mount Hamilton's Lick Observatory, formerly possessor of the
world's largest telescope (see PACIFIC HISTORIAN Vol. 14,
No. 4). Even our University of the Pacific was the proud owner
of a telescope and working observatory in the late 1800's (see
HAND-BOOK of the LICK OBSERVATORY of the UNIVERSITY
of CALIFORNIA, 1888). And the background to these singular
pioneering records is one of the most amazing pioneering feats in
the world's history.

The time for his death had come, as it does to all men. Neither
sudden nor unexpected, it was considered the natural finality of
seventy active and productive years. Yet a somber excitement
charged the atmosphere around his bed. It was beyond his perception, as were the two friends whose eyes met from time to
time with increasing tension. Finally at the sound of footsteps,
one rushed to fling the door wide.
A young man entered hastily, bringing a wave of fresh spring
air into the room of closed windows and stale odors. "It finally
came!" he said breathlessly. His excitement was shared by the
other two as he quickly unwrapped a flat package. "The first
copy!" he held up a book with solemn elation and then, moving
toward the bed, his voice grew barily audible. "Is he - asleep?" His
eyes, filling with tears, silently questioned the convulsive clasping
and unclasping of the thin white hands: was it conscious
movement?
The elderly man in the bishop's long dark jacket bent over and
gently shook the dying man's shoulder. "My friend! Can you
wake - for a minute?"
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"If he's to hear you, you'll have to speak much louder," the
other man said with a physician's authority.
The young man tenderly placed the book between the aimlessly
moving hands, and suddenly the dying man's eyes opened. He
gazed with the light of awareness at the three intent faces above
him.
"Your book!" all three men said together.
The dying man's hands clutched the book and his lips moved.
He strained to speak, yet made no sound. But only for a moment.
His eyes closed and the book toppled over before the young man
could reach for it.
"Thank God, you came just in time," the bishop gripped the
young man's arm with gratitude.
"Another few minutes would have been too late." The physician
straightened up after listening for heartbeat.
Wiping his eyes, the young man said softly, "He knew! He
knew!"
While the physician remained behind, the other two went out
and silently climbed a flight of stairs to a large room furnished
with writing tables and chairs. They were Bishop Tiedmann Giese
from Kulm, Prussia, and Georg Joachim, born in the Austrian
Tyrol in the ancient Roman province of Rhaetia and better known
by his Latinized name Rheticus. He held out the book and said
with irony, "After thirty years - after being hidden for so long now the world will see it. And they can't kill him for it." He sank
wearily onto a chair beside a table stacked with old books, charts,
maps and manuscripts.
Bishop Giese read the Latin title aloud, "De Revolutionibus
Orbium Coelestium," and translated, "On the revolution of the
celestial orbs." He said thoughtfully, "I think he would have been
happy with simply 'De Revolutionibus.' I see it is dedicated to
Pope Paul III, and correctly divided into six sections." While he
stood beside one of the tall, narrow windows which overlooked a
countryside colorful with new growth, Rheticus picked up quill
and paper. Slowly and sadly he wrote, "Nicholas Copernicus, February 19, 1473 to May 24, 1543."
"What is this? What am I reading?" the bishop looked up
startled, an angry flush spreading over his cheeks.
Rheticus shrugged helplessly. "Fortunately, he'll never know."
"What do you know about this preface? It has no signature, no
name. Do you realize what it implies?"
''I'm as shocked and unhappy as you. Andreas Osiander, of
Nuremburg, must have written it while he was working with the
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printer. He understands and believes the theory, but being a
Lutheran priest he is close to public prejudice. And I suppose he
wanted to placate the theologians. Unfortunately, he also made
modifications throughout the text."
"How dared he change anything?"
"Obviously, his intention was to protect the life of a great man."
"This is a crime! And you are responsible! I placed this in your
care. Copernicus asked me to have you oversee the entire
printing!"

Observatory used by Copernicus.
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"I did all I could. I had my friend, John Petrejus, publish it. But
he's in Nuremberg and my new teaching job at the University of
Leipzig took me a hundred and fifty miles from there. I was able
to supervise only the typographically difficult portions. Then Osiander agreed to personally oversee the rest of the printing with the
aid of my old tutor, Johannes Schoner. I felt completely at ease
in turning it over to them."
"Even fearing for Copernicus's life, how could Osiander do a
thing like this? He must have been afraid for his own neck.
Copernicus always insisted that his opinions were to be published
openly, or not at all. I saw the original preface he wrote, hoping
to gain the Pope's protection. But this - unsigned - smoke screen!
Calling the work a mere 'hypothesis' not to be taken seriously! As
if the author didn't believe it himself. As if the book is nothing but
a big joke!" The bishop's face was livid and his voice quavered.
"And you! Without your urging, Copernicus would never have
worked beyond his strength to add the last two chapters. He had
long ago come to believe he would take his theory to his grave.
And better if he had!" He threw the book to the floor. Stamping
from the room, he turned to shout, "You'll hear fmther from me, I
assure you."
Rheticus sat in motionless dejection listening to the footsteps
descending the stairs. Never in his twenty-nine years had he experienced so bitter a moment. The long period of glowing elation
he had enjoyed in anticipation of the book's publication was replaced by an overwhelming sense of loss to death's cold finality.
His misery was compounded by disappointment and guilt.
After picking up the book he searched through papers on the
table until he found a paragraph in Copernicus's handwriting.
"The theory of the earth's motion is admittedly difficult to comprehend, for it runs counter to appearances and all of tradition.
But if God wills, I shall in this book make it clearer than the sun,
at least for mathematicians." How they had failed him!
Rheticus opened the door and climbed the dusty stairs to the
top room in the tower. From its many high windows the sky was
visible in all directions. This had been Copernicus's observatory,
and it contained the few instruments he'd used for observing.
Sitting on a wooden bench, his back against the wall, Rheticus
gazed out at the sky in wonder. To think that the sun, whose
light dispelled the sky's blackness, did not move around the earth,
but instead the earth was moving around the sun - an idea so
revolutionary no one could accept it. Preposterous! they said.
Everyone knew that when the sun went down in the west it went
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beneath the earth for the purpose of producing night. Why, if the
earth turned, everything on the underside would fall off into
space; every river and ocean would spill out. If it actually rotated
to the east, winds would always blow westward, clouds would
always move westward, stones and objects would always fall
westward. If the antipodes really existed, people there would have
to live in the trees, clinging desperately to the branches, with the
frightful depths of space below them. Furthermore, the earth
would have to spin so rapidly it would be torn to bits and all of
the pieces would land on the nearest heavenly body.
Columbus's belief that the earth was a globe with antipodes
was frighteningly radical at that time, yet it was fantastically
simple compared to Copernicus's daring concept of the earth circumnavigating the sun - entirely opposite to what one saw. Some
called it blasphemy because it placed the sun rather than the earth,
as the center of this universe created solely for man. Were not the
sun, moon, and the stars placed in the heavens to light the days
of man? For lesser heresies men were publicly torn to pieces with
red hot tongs, boiled in oil, tortured, quartered and drawn, and
burned at the stake.
Rheticus had known Copernicus since the spring of 1539 when
he came for a visit to learn about this radical new cosmology. It
had been circulated among a few scholars at the universities, but
the idea of the earth being a satellite of the sun had aroused only
indignation and mockery. He found the idea intriguing and, being
a proficient writer, he had lived here for two years helping the
lonely, aging man make the main body of his work readable and
understandable. At the same time, in order to pave the way for
its acceptance, he had written a book attempting to prove that the
theory did not contradict Scripture, the main obstacle to its
acceptance.
He had already begun a biography of this man he worshipped,
and now, sensing trouble ahead, he realized he must hasten to
complete it. As background he would describe the period of history into which Copernicus had been born. Never, in the western
world, had any previous hundred year period witnessed more innovations. First, in Germany, Johann Gutenberg's invention of
movable type had started the printing of books. Then off the
coast of Africa, Portuguese ship captains had crossed the equator,
disproving the belief that heat there was so intense it turned the
sea into soup and could set a wooden ship on fire; also the equatorial lands were found to be inhabited. Third, Christopher Columbus had reached what turned out to be a new continent, and the

24

great serpent inhabiting the universal ocean had not swallowed
his ships. Fourth, Martin Luther had broken with Rome. And now,
with Copernicus's mathematical proof that the earth was not the
immovable center of the universe, together (hey made a new
heaven and a new earth.
Rheticus knew that in recounting Copernicus's life he would
not only be dealing with the workings of a brilliant mind, but with
a man's good fortune in having been born into well-to-do circumstances. In the peasant class education would have been impossible,
no matter how brilliant the mind. But Copernicus's father, Niklas
Koppernigk, after whom he was named, was a prosperous merchant in Torun, Poland. Although he died when the boy was
ten, the orphaned family (two girls and two boys) was adopted
by the mother's brother, Lucas Watzelrode, a priest who became
Bishop of Ermland six years later; the post carried with it a
palace at Heilsberg, a cathedral at Frauenburg, and the power of
civil rule over the area. Education was of vital importance to Watzelrode and he saw that his adopted sons attended school.
Latin was the universal tongue of scholars, and while at the
University of Cracow, the young Niklas changed his Polish name
to the Latin form Nicholas Copernicus.
In 1496 his uncle sent him to Bologna, Italy, to learn ecclesiastical law. Five years later he was formerly installed as a canon of
Frauenburg Cathedral, but he didn't take up that position until he
had obtained the degree of Doctor of Canon Law at Ferrara in
1503. (At that time a canon was a churchman but not an ordained
priest.)
Rheticus was amazed at the degree of intellectual freedom
Copernicus had enjoyed as a student in Italy. Printing had altered
the face of the learned world so that knowledge jealously guarded
by a few ecclesiastics had become accessable to all. Within a
single generation 40,000 printed works had been published; the
young men at the universities could read for themselves. And
radical professors dared scoff at conventional ideas. Copernicus
met artists who dared paint the human body as it looked; one
artist even ventured to represent the earth as a sphere, as the
Greeks had done long ago. It was the day of the humanists and
Copernicus, greatly impressed by intellectual freedom, determined
to think for himself. He studied Greek and was able to read the
original works of Greek writers that had not yet been translated
into Latin.
Talented in mathematics and interested in astronomy, he was so
fascinated by Columbus's successful voyage, he studied astronomi-
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cal tables for sea navigation. He even obtained a degree in medicine. In those days there was no skilled medical aid for the sick
poor, and a churchman was expected to know something of the
art of healing in order to minister to the physical as well as the
spiritual needs of his flock. The medieval belief still held that
there was a connection between parts of the body and celestial influences, and medical teaching consisted primarily of what had
been written by the Greek physician Hippocrates, the Roman
surgeon Galen, and the Arab doctor Avicenua.
Copernicus's education continued until he was thirty-three.
When he was thirty-nine, his uncle died and he moved to Frauenburg. There he lived in the style required of canons, possessing
two servants, three horses, and an income derived from a freehold around the castle. For his living quarters he chose one of the
turrets, with a basement and three floors, on the defensive wall
enclosing the Cathedral. His most intimate friend was the nobleman Tiedemann Giese who lived with him for more than a
generation before being made bishop of Kulm.
In addition to managing the Cathedral's estates and practicing
medicine over a wide area, Copernicus was kept busy as a statesman. Turmoil was everywhere. One province was constantly waging war against another; religious sects engaged in bloody
conflicts; peasants revolted against the nobility and were slaughtered, including the women and children, and at one time money
became worthless. In 1514, he was invited to Rome to aid in reforming the calendar, but he refused, saying the problem could
not be solved until the laws of motion of the sun and moon had
been thoroughly cleared up. He was devoting himself as much as
possible to astronomy and the theory he was developing.
Knowing how greatly scientific knowledge had advanced during
the "golden age" of the Greeks, he first attempted to work out
mathematically the theories of the Greek astronomers. Pythagoras
had said the earth was a globe, and Heraclides and Aristarchus
believed the earth moved around the sun. But even then only the
most radical philosphers would listen. To the people in general
the earth could only be as it appeared. After all, no matter how
far one looked, it was flat. And couldn't anyone clearly see, under
the wide circle of stars, seven objects moving around it: Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, the sun and moon? Their speeds
were all different and to turn them a god had to be in control of
each, and if you were in tune with the stars you could hear the
wheels turn. This was called the "music of the spheres."
Few theories of the early Greeks had been preserved in writing,
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and around 140 A.D., Claudius Ptolemy, Alexandrian astronomer
and mathematician, recorded some of the early astronomical
knowledge in a book entitled "The Almagest." But he ridiculed as
foolish the idea that the earth moved in space. He quoted Aristotle,
who had "proved" the earth to be the stationary center of a finite
universe.
Since Ptolemy was the first to write an explanation of the
theories in a way that people could understand, he was believed
their originator and was revered as the supreme authority. Then,
following his death, the light of astronomical research went out.
By 411 A.D., the intellectual freedom of Greece was forgotten.
Knowledge was not considered worthwhile unless it could provide a new insight into God's moral purpose and help men in their
hope of salvation. Questions about the nature and position of the
earth were considered a dangerous waste of time. But during the
centuries of ignorance in Europe's Dark Ages, the Ptolemaic system
did prevent astronomy from being entirely lost to mankind because many of the concepts it developed were used in the pseudoscience of astrology.
During his thirty years of work on the theory that refuted Aristotle, Copernicus had little encouragement. At one time a friend,
a cardinal who became Chief Censor of the Inquisition, wanted
to assist in its publication, but he died before Copernicus could
complete the manuscript. Then, under the Reformation, the lurking demons that had inspired terror in the hearts of medieval men
returned. Heretic hunting became a popular pastime and funeral
pyres flamed everywhere, burning alive those accused of witchcraft and various non-conformities. One of Copernicus's rowdiest
schoolmates became bishop in the diocese and his first decree
prescribed the death penalty for the reading and possession of
heretical books. Copernicus put his manuscript away where it
remained hidden for many years.
Even his personal life was made uneasy. He was sternly reprimanded for having a young niece as his housekeeper, and he was
obliged to let her go. Later he was ordered to appear before the
bishop for having spoken to the niece in the public market place.
The serious mild-mannered man who had climbed an infinitely
high mountain to prove a fact, ended his days in lonely isolation.
Rheticus stood up. It was time to go. He was the one who had
encouraged Copernicus to take the manuscript from hiding and
agree to its publication. Now he would gladly give all he possessed
to turn back the clock. For the first time he was afraid. He realized the comfort in old beliefs, and understood how the challenge

27

of this new idea could make men feel somewhat as Thales of
Miletus described the earth in 500 B.C.: "swinging free, held in
place by nothing" - an unbearable sense of rootlessness. He knew
that without a firm foundation of established beliefs upon which to
stand, man is frightened, and he wants also a surrounding structure
of comforting assurance to shut out the unknown.
Rheticus looked around the room in sad farewell, and then, for
the last time, he went down the tower stairs.
Perhaps his uneasiness would have been even greater had he
known that a hundred years would pass before men could accept
the notion of a spherical earth moving around the sun - so simple
a fact today. And the history of its acceptance is a bloody one.
In 1600 Giordano Bruno was burned at the stake after seven years
imprisonment for publicly stating his belief in the grand motion.
Galileo Galilei was brought to trial by the Inquisition in 1633 for
"vehement suspicion of heresy," and was found guilty of having
"held and taught" the doctrine of Copernicus. He barely escaped
the stake by renouncing the theory, and he was sentenced to spend
the rest of his life in total seclusion at a villa in Florence. But the
bravery of men who finally succeeded in advancing the theory is
another story.
·
This is history in its broadest spectrum. It is the record of man's
bewilderment concerning his place in the mysterious universe. As
Goethe wrote: "Among all discoveries and beliefs, perhaps nothing
produced a greater effect on the human mind than the doctrine of
Copernicus. No sooner had the world been recognized as round
and closed within itself than it had to renounce the tremendous
privilege of being the center of the universe. Perhaps no greater
demand had ever been made upon mankind."
Throughout the civilized world the year 1973 has been officially
proclaimed as the "Year of Copernicus" in honor of the SOOth anniversary of his birth.

United States Stamp issued this year,
1973, for "The year of Copernicus."
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Mt. Whitney, 14,496 feet, due west of Lone Pine and the Sierras,
showing the AlabarruL Hills in the foreground tdth the thin line of
the Aqueduct visible at their base.
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THE OWENS VAllEY
liND THE lOS IINfiEl ES
Wll TER CONTROVERSY
()wens Vt1lley Is I Nnew It
CONCLUSION
PARTY
THE VALLEY OF DESOLATION
It was several months after the Watterson bank crash before
any local group could muster up enough courage to demand action from the city. Business was at a standstill and yet everyone
seemed to be in a state of dazed helplessness. But when people
began fully to realize the actual conditions they came to the conclusion that Los Angeles was their only salvation. They couldn't
get aid from any other community in the state and they couldn't
remain in their present condition, therefore the city must buy
their property. Many were weary of this struggle and longed to
escape to a new community where they could have a chance to
plan for the future. Whenever a group of people would get together on the streets of Bishop, or any other town in the valley,
the topic of conversation was the water question. No one knew
what to plan on, or had any definite information as to the city's
policy, yet speculation as to the future was the only worthwhile
topic of conversation. Many of the most optimistic as to the valley's future began to forsee the gradual decline of the communities but few were willing even yet to believe that the city would
strip the valley bare of all improvements.
In the month of October, 1927, the Bishop Chamber of Commerce adopted a set of resolutions which were sent to the Los
Angeles Water Board demanding some action in the valley. The
appeal, as usual, was ignored.
The city did take action, which was not wholly unexpected,
but which was anything but friendly. During the time of the
dynamiting, in June and July of 1927, the city flooded the valley
with detectives. After a great deal of very obvious investigation,
on February 23, 1928, warrants were issued for the arrest of six
citizens: C . P. ·watson of Big Pine, already tried in the Contra
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Costa courts, Frank R. Spaulding, Walter B. Young, Fred Naphan,
Will L. Smith and Perry Sexton. Also, six John Does and three
Jane Does were included in charges of criminal conspiracy and
the malicious use of dynamite. It was stated by Los Angeles newspaper reporters, who had been in the valley for some time waiting
for developments, that three signed confessions were in the hands
of the District Attorney. As these were not brought out in the
trial they were probably the product of the reporter's imagination.
This was the first public intimation that any women were concerned in the dynamiting, but their names were kept secret. The
men named were arraigned at Independence and bail was set
at 1,000.41
The hearing of the charges against the local men was set for
March 8th, in the Justice of Peace court of R. L. Patterson at
Bishop. More than fifty witnesses were summoned but many of
them were not permitted to testify. In some cases the telling of the
witnesses' names was contested. The chief prosecution witness
was W. S. Morris who told about attending a meeting which was
held on a ranch four miles south of Bishop, which was attended
by about 125 local citizens. He testified that at this meeting
several speeches were made to the effect that local people should
get together to force Los Angeles to pay reparations and to stop
them from putting down wells.
Justice Patterson dismissed the case against all defendants. He
based his decision on the fact that the ·whole case rested on the
testimony of Perry Sexton. He had contradicted himself so many
times that Patterson did not consider the evidence worthy of the
credit that would promise a probable conviction by a jury.
The defense did not present any testimony or evidence, presumably holding such for use in the Superior court if the case
was bound over.
Los Angeles newspapers naturally denounced Justice Patterson
for his decision. Reverend Bob Shuler, of radio fame, was especially bitter in his denunciation in his radio addresses. He said
that Justice Patterson was no better than a horsethief and should
be in San Quentin.
However, again from communities uninfluenced by Los Angeles,
expressions of sympathy for the farmers and criticism for Los
Angeles were rendered. In the Reno Journal of March 9, 1928,
appeared an article by Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., formerly publisher of the Los Angeles Illustrated Netcs, as follows:
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In Inyo County, California, six men are on trial for conspiracy and
dynamiting in connection with the Los Angeles Aqueduct.
In a measure, we as an individual symphathize with these poor fellows;
because, having gone through a long period of tribulation some years ago,
we know just what these ranchers had to face when they came counter to
the Los Angeles Water Board's proposals.
Probably in all Western history there has not been a more flagrant example
of one part of the country, politically and financially powerful, destroying
a weaker section. And doing it without regard to obligations, moral or
financial.
For the past several weeks the entire responsibility for the misfortune was
placed upon the Wattersons . .. . We do not wish to minimize their mistakes. For whatever of wrong there was in their practices they are now paying the suprem-e price . Yet while they are branded as criminals there is at
large today a group of men who are in our opinion more responsible at
heart than any of the men sent to prison, or who are on trial.42

On March 12, 1928, occurred the terrible tragedy of the San
Francisquito Dam break in which about five hundred lives were
lost and millions of dollars' worth of property destroyed. At first
there were rumors that the dam might have been blown up by
Owens Valley farmers . Several people in Los Angeles, on whom the
responsibility for the disaster rested, would have been very happy
to explain the accident in this manner. The Los Angeles Examiner
even went so far as to give publicity to these rumors. The Bishop
Chamber of Commerce immediately drew up a bitter denunciation of these rumors and of the Examiner for spreading such propaganda. No really serious attempt was made to explain the disaster in this manner.
The investigation which followed this accident brought out
inefficiency in the engineering division of the water and power
department that people outside of Owens Valley had never realized was there. William Mulholland as chief engineer received, of
course, the greatest amount of criticism. People in Owens Valley
could hardly feel anything but elation over this blow to his reputation, yet sympathizing with the victims of another one of his
blunders. He had been the man most responsible for the city's
policy in the valley. In the investigation of the dam break, one of
the attm'neys asked Mulholland if the foundation for the San
Francisquito Dam would be affected by water. His reply was
that it would not be affected in a thousand years. The attorney
dropped a piece of rock into a glass of water, informing the court
that it was taken from the foundation. While they all watched,
the rock broke apart and dissolved. Los Angeles is still paying for
this blunder, along with others committed in Owens Valley by
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the chief engineer and his staff. Mr. Mulholland was retained by
the water and power board as a consulting engineer at the salary
of $500 a month, although he was much too old for active service.
One of the first attempts made by the valley farmers to combat Los Angeles in the courts was that known as the Dearborn
case at Lone Pine, in June, 1928. An injunction suit was brought
by L. H. Dearborn and N. M. Dodge to prevent the city from
pumping water from its wells and the draining of underground
water from their ranches. In the suit the city brought into use all
the possible legal procedure of delay and appeal. The case was
first heard in the Inyo County Superior Court before Judge Dehy.
The city at once demanded a change of venue. This was granted
and Judge Lamberson of Tulare County was selected. The city then
delayed the case as long as possible but it finally came to trial
and the decision was in favor of the Lone Pine farmers. The
judge refused to permit the injunction but gave the farmers
damages which must be paid within thirty days or the injunction
would go into effect. The city immediately appealed the case,
first to the District Court of Appeal and finally to the Supreme
Court. However, these higher courts approved the injunction.
The city bought the ranches in order to settle the matter.
Although the city had delayed this case as long as possible the
farmers now realized that they could successfully fight Los Angeles in the courts. This was the first of several injunction suits
which were brought by farm groups and iri every case the decision prevented the city from diverting water until they had pur. chased the property affected.
Beginning with the year 1929 there was a complete change
of policy on the part of the city. The chief cause for this change
was the election of John Porter as mayor. He demonstrated from
the first day in office his friendliness for the Owens Valley people and showed a desire to see a fair and liberal settlement of
the controversy. This was a complete reversal of the former policy
of mayors who were indifferent to the situation and let the water
board determine the policy to be pursued. The water board had
been since 1903 controlled by Engineer Mulholland who believed
in not paying for anything he could get in any other manner. He
made several statements which demonstrated his affection for
the valley people. One was that there were not enough trees in
the Owens Valley to hang the residents on. 43 Another was that
rabbits would be running in the streets of the towns when he
finished his work in the valley. In 1934 there was a good possibil-
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ity that this prediction would come true. With this attitude as the
determining factor there was not much hope that the best inte;:ests
of Owens Valley would be considered. However, with the San
Francisquito Dam disaster, Mulholland lost some of his prestige,
and when Mayor Porter took office he lost his dictatorial control
over the water board.
One of Mayor Porter's first acts after taking office was to appoint
several new members to the water board. Among these was Harlan G. Palmer, a Hollywood newspaper man, who became president of the board in the spring of 1929. He was a staunch friend
of Owens Valley and worked continuously during the time he
served on the board to get a fair settlement. Both sides were now
working for a fair deal in settling the dispute and what conflict
developed in the future was a difference of interpretation of what
was fair.
The valley people now realized that the city must make a
clean sweep and buy the entire valley, both towns and ranches.
In February, 1929, the water board came into the valley and held
public meetings in each of the towns to determine what the people wanted. They announced no policy for the future but stated
that they intended to formulate one after returning to the city.
The proposal was made that the city purchase the entire valley,
which was received favorably by the board. In a short time
after the board had returned to Los Angeles they announced that
it was their policy to buy out the entire Owens Valley, including
the towns. In order to facilitate negotiations, a Committee of Ten
was appointed by the valley people to meet with city representatives and plan for the purchase of the towns. Two men were selected from each town and the following were chosen: J. L. Gish
and Carl Nellen for Laws; B. E. Johnson and C. H. Rhudy for
Bishop; A. G. Barmore and George Warren for Big Pine; Jess
Hession and George Naylor for Independence; Mrs. E. H. Edwards and J. C. Morris for Lone Pine. This committee met with a
water board committee consisting of H. A. Van Norman, A. J.
Ford and E. A. Porter, and decided on the general policies to be
pursued in the purchasing of the towns. In the April 4, 1929, issue of the Inyo Register, there appeared an advertisement which
claimed it was for the information of the citizens of the towns of
Laws, Bishop, Big Pine, Independence and Lone Pine. It was
signed by the committee representing the water board and in
general terms outlined the policy to be used by the city in future
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purchasing and the means used in determining prices. The following is the most important proposal:
The city is to organize a group of valuation engineers and supporting
assistants, making available facts for the information of authorized representatives.
And by an exhaustive survey of conditions in similar communities, the
establishment of a reasonable expected growth curve to be applied to present
day unit prices determined in the manner stated above.

This announcement of policy illustrates the complete change of
attitude in the city's dealings with the valley. For years the valley
leaders had been trying to get the city officials to state a definite
plan of action.
Los Angeles appointed H. R. Wright, an experienced building
evaluation engineer, to make appraisals of the town property.
The town of Bishop employed J. G. Stafford, a recognized coast
authority, to appraise Bishop property. The appraisal figures were
so far from agreement that a third set was worked out in Bishop,
which was known as the Rhudy-Johnson appraisal. A growth
curve of 8 per cent per year was established as ascertained from
a survey of ten Southern California counties. However, the difference between the figures in the Los Angeles appraisal and
that of the valley appraisals was so great that there seemed
little possibility of an agreement. In September, 1929, at Independence, President Palmer of the water board, Engineer Van
Norman, A. J. Ford and E. A. Porter for Los Angeles met with

Desert view of Owens Valley
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the Committee of Ten to discuss the prices to be paid for town
property. After a lengthy session Judge Palmer proposed that
the Los Angeles appraisals be taken with increases as follows :
Laws 34)f per cent; Bishop 40 per cent; Big Pine, 30 per cent;
Independence, 25 per cent; Lone Pine, unchanged. The Committee of Ten refused to approve of the proposals as they had
been asking for 100 per cent increase of the appraisals. The committee refused to recommend to their constituents that the increase be accepted. However, this plan was the one eventually
used when the city started making purchases of town property,
although there were inequalities which had to be adjusted in a
number of individual cases.
The chief reason for the Committee of Ten refusing to recommend the proposal was that the purchase price did not provide
for damages done to business. The valley leaders had been working for reparations for a number of years. They had even gotten
a bill passed through the State Legislature giving a municipality
the right to pay reparations to an injured community. But even
then the city officials refused to consider the matter. Judge Palmer, as president of the water board, believed that Los Angeles
should be liberal in the price paid for property, but he was of the
opinion that the people of Los Angeles would never vote for
bonds with which to pay reparations to valley people. It was
through his efforts that the appraisals were increased. In almost
every case where property owners of the towns have sold, they
have been satisfied with the prices received. However businessmen in the towns have taken a great loss during the last ten years
and it seems as though they should be compensated by the city for
this loss. Here are a few figures which illustrate the decrease of
business in Bishop.
The seed purchases of a dealer supplying most of the valley
farmers fell from $7,000 in 1922 to $1,628 in 1926.
The most important hardware and farm implement business in
the valley sold 140 units of farm machinery in 1922, and in 1926
only four.
Bishop express receipts for 1923 were $41,439; they decreased
steadily to $28,965 in 1926. No figures are available for later
years but the business decreased to the point where the company no longer had a seperate office or full-time agent. The business was handled in connection with the office work in one of the
garages.
In 1927 it was estimated that 300 families had moved away
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from the valley. However, the greatest amount of migration has
occurred since that year, but as no count was ever made of the
families it is impossible to estimate the number that have moved
away. The population in the town of Bishop decreased 11 per
cent between 1920 and 1930, being one of the few towns in the
state where the population had decreased. Of course, the greatest
decrease in population was in the rural communities.
Of the rural school districts once neighboring Bishop by 1934,
four had not a single family, one other contained but one school
child, and within a year the other district lapsed.
During the spring of 1929, Mrs. Edwards and several other
ranchers of Lone Pine won another injunction suit against the city.
The case was tried before Judge Lamberson of Tulare County. In
his decision he enjoined the city from pumping wells and diverting water from the Owens Valley watershed in excess of what it
had been diverting five years earlier. This case was especially important because the city had not planned on buying some of the
ranches as they did not directly influence the aqueduct supply.
This decision established the precedent that the city must buy
all ranches in the valley if the owner desired to sell, whether or
not the water rights were necessary to supply the aqueduct flow.
The city could no longer choose what property it wanted and
leave the rest. The case was appealed to the State Supreme Court
but no decision was rendered as the city purchased the property
of the plaintiffs, ending their interest in the case.
In the early summer of 1929, there was still a large section
of farm land in the Bishop area which had not been purchased by
the city. No agreement on prices could be reached so it was decided to arbitrate the matter by the appointment of an appraisal
board made up of one city representative, one farmer representative, and a third member to be chosen by these two. The valley
farmers selected W. R. McCarthy and the city chose A. J. Ford.
For the third member, C. C. Teague was selected but President
Hoover drafted him for service on the Federal Farm Board. The
final choice was E. D . Goodenough of Ventura County. McCarthy
and Ford made their surveys and submitted the results to Goodenough who studied them thoroughly and then spent a month
making his own appraisals. Thirty-eight pieces of property were
included in this appraisal. Goodenough submitted his figures and
after some objections they were accepted by both parties. As a
whole, the appraisal favored the farmers. After some delay the
city bought all the property in this section from those desiring to
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sell. Not more than half a dozen ranches are now privately owned
in the Bishop area. A few of the ranchers refused to sell and leave.
In some cases it was because the price offered was not high
enough, in other cases the farmer was prosperous and happy and
refused to give up his home to take a chance on finding a more
suitable location in some other section of the country.
The city had made plans to purchase the entire valley. It was
now proposed by Commissioner Whitsett of the water board that
Los Angeles annex Owens Valley within its already expanded city
limits of 452 square miles. However, Judge Palmer and other
members on the board objected to the plan, fearing that it might
cause more bitterness. Any such proposal was strongly opposed
by valley people until the city had settled fairly with residents of
the valley. The matter was taken up in the State Legislature, but
no action was ever taken.
In August, 1929, Mayor Porter came into Owens Valley to make
a personal survey of conditions. He attended meetings with the
local committees and heard their problems. He reassured them
that he would do all he could to get a fair deal for the valley
people. He favored the plan for purchasing the whole valley and
believed it the best way of settling the dispute. His visit included
Long Valley and the Mono Basin where he was investigating the
possibility of more storage. On his return to Los Angeles he recommended to the water board that they obtain the water supply
in Mono Basin and provide for the construction of a dam in Long
Valley. This recommendation was accepted by the water board.
An engineer was sent to Mono Lake and after making surveys
he found that 180 second feet of water was available. However,
in order to get the water into the aqueduct it would be necessary
to construct a 13-mile tunnel from the basin to the headwaters
of the Owens River. It was estimated that the construction of the
tunnel and the price for property would cost approximately $25,
000,000. 44 The project was approved as being feasible and was
recommended to the water board. Suits were brought by the
city to condemn the property and water rights in the Mono Basin.
This was a maneuver by the city to bring pressure on the ranch
owners and get a better price on the property. The trial of these
cases was delayed for four years for different reasons. They were
tried in the courts of Sonora in April, 1934.
Although the water board had pledged itself to buy out the entire Owens Valley, it had no funds with which to make the purchases. In February, 1930, the Water and Power Commission, the
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Chamber of Commerce and the City Council of Los Angeles
reached an agreement on the amount of water bonds which
should be issued. It was planned to submit the issue to the people in an election to be held on May 20th. It was estimated that
$38,800,000 would be necessary to '"clean-up the situation in
Owens Valley." An allowance of $19,181,000 was to be used to
purchase Inyo and Mono county lands and water rights; $7,400,000
was to be used for building the tunnel from the Mono Basin to

One of the gnarled old Bristlecone pine trees in the Schulman
Memorial Grove atop the White Mountains overlooking the Owens
Valley. In 1956 Dr. Edmund Schulman, tree ring specialist from
the University of Arizona, found these trees to be over 4000 years
old. ( ! nyo National Fo rest photo)
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the Owens River. The remainder would be used for the construction of dams and reservoirs. It was planned to construct a dam
in Long Valley of 68,000 acre-feet capacity, one in Bouquet Canyon, just above San Fernando Valley, of 30,000 acre-feet and the
enlargement of Chatsworth Reservoir by 35,000 acre-feet. The
bond issue carried in the election by the large majority of 189,
927 to 22,082.
In the May 22, 1930 issue of the I nyo Register, there appeared
an advertisement which read as follows:
to the residents of Owens Valley:
The voters of Los Angeles approved the issuance of bonds to the amount
of $38,800,000. These funds are to be used for the purchase of privately
owned land in Owens Valley.
This purchase is to be carried out as soon as possible, although there
will be some delay due to legalities. But in approximately ninety days the
city hopes to start purchasing property from those wanting to sell.
Dept. of Water and Power, City of Los Angeles
A. J. Ford, Right of Way Agent.

One of the delays due to legal procedure was the bringing of
a test suit against the water board by a Los Angeles citizen to
prevent it from purchasing the towns . This was a friendly suit
and was heard in the Los Angeles County Superior Court where
a decision permitting the purchase was given. The case was then
appealed to the Supreme Court where it was held legal for the
city to purchase the towns. This procedure, of course, caused
considerable delay and the residents of the valley who were
waiting to sell became restless. They thought the city was again
stalling in order to force better prices. This delay was probably
not caused so much by the deliberate intention to prolong procedure as it was by lack of forceful leadership on the water board.
Judge Palmer had resigned as president of the board in May, and
his place had been taken by 0. T. Johnson, Jr. Owens Valley
people felt that they had lost a real friend with his resignation.
During the year that he had been in office he had worked for
liberality in dealing with the farmers. This change in the water
board may have been one cause for the delay.
The Committee of Ten, in the latter part of August, 1931, sent
a letter to the water board reminding them of their promise to
start making purchases in ninety days, and asking for a statement
as to the immediate future plans. No action was received until
the water board met with the Committee in October and promised action as soon as possible. However, during September the
city had begun the purchase of all privately owned land in the
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valley. The water board had authorized the purchase of 105 separate parcels of farm land, at a cost of $1,771,158. This was in
what was known as the Keough pool and totaled 12,443 acres.
The prices were in accordance with the values established in
the Goodenough survey:15
In the taking of options on these ranches the city began a policy
of forcing all ranchers to sign an additional agreement. This was
later used in the purchase of town property and caused a great
deal of objection. It was as follows:
The undersigned hereby consents and specially waives any right which
he now has or may hereafter acquire to the withdrawal and subse(1uent
diversion to the use in the city of Los Angeles, or elsewhere , or water from
lands hereinafter described or from any part or parcel thereof, or from other
lands not herein described lying within the same watershecl.4U

This contract was to protect the city from reparation suits that
might be brought by businessmen after their property had b een
purchased. This was in violation of the promise made by the
city agents to the Committee of Ten, that the purchase of property would be independent of the issue of business damage and
that those who claimed reparations would still be free to bring
such suits if they saw fit. This action naturally killed the
reparations movement. Most of the property owners were glad
to get a good price for their property and get out of the squabble
without more delay. Businessmen of Bishop had estimated their
reparations above the purchase price for their property at $689,000.
In March, 1931, State Senator Riley of Inyo and Mono counties
introduced a resolution into the Senate asking that a committee
be appointed and sent into Owens Valley to investigate the record of the city of Los Angeles. In the hearing of the resolution,
Los Angeles delegations, headed by Chief Engineer Van Norman
and Land Agent A. J. Ford opposed the investigation. This in
itself seems to be a confession of guilt. If the city had dealt fairly
with Owens Valley why should there be an objection to an investigation by an impartial committee? The resolution was adopted
by a vote of 27 to 8. The committee consisted of James M. Allen
of Yreka County, chairman, Thomas McCormack of Solano County, N. T. Edwards of Orange County, Bert Cassidy and C. C.
Baker. It came into the valley and held open meetings in all the
valley towns where the people had a chance to present their complaints. The two major complaints made by local people were the
refusal of Los Angeles to purchase fixtures and equipment in
stores and the practice of compelling the land owners to sign op-
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tions which contained a clause preventing them from ever bringing legal action of any kind against the city. In the hearing at
Bishop, Mrs. A. McLaren, an octogenarian pioneer, told the committee she had been living on her 104-acre Owens Valley farm for
sixty years. "Where can I go to get a home now? The hardship
I have experienced entitles me to something more than a quarrel
with a big city like Los Angeles."
The committee returned to Sacramento where it drew up a resolution which severely criticised Los Angeles for its action in
Owens Valley. The following is an excerpt from the 1300-word
resolution which was adopted by the Senate without a dissenting
vote on April 28, 1933:
The investigation shows that objectionable policies have not changed; that
Los Angeles citizens voted $38,800,000 for the express purpose, among
others, of settling the whole matter; that though nearly three years have
passed since that mandate, it has not been complied with; that Inyo owners
have been and are being ruined by the city policy; that the Mono condemnation suits are not being pressed but remain as a cloud on property. The
Senate therefore demands that Los Angeles close up these matters without
delay or show cause why it cannot, and if it fails to do so that the Legislature bring all powers of the state to bear upon the situation and exert every
means within its power to end for all time this episode which is one of the
darkest pages in our history and which has resulted in the utter destruction
of one of our richest agricultural sections.41

In the spring of 1931, the city began purchasing town property from those who were satisfied with the price and desired
to sell. This purchasing has been continued until at the present
time, April, 1934, the city owns 85 per cent of all the property in
Owens Valley. There were, however, a group of property owners
in Bishop who were not satisfied with the price offered. They organized themselves into a pool and agreed to refuse to sell until
the city met their price. This group joined with the Town of
Bishop, a group of West Bishop farmers and the Southern Sierra
Power Company in an injunction suit to prevent the city from
pumping water from the wells in the Bishop area, the purpose
being, of course, to force the city to purchase their property at
a higher price. This suit was filed early in the summer of 1931,
but due to delays on the part of the city, the case did not come
up for trial until November, 1933. This delay was due very largely
to the demand by city attorneys for a change of judges. The case
was finally held before Judge Jones of Lake County. Before the
trial was finished the Southern Sierra Power Company withdrew
from the case because the city had agreed to purchase its prop-
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erty. The other plaintiffs continued with the suit and in February,
1934, Judge Jones issued his decision. He enjoined the city of Los
Angeles from pumping water from any wells in the Bishop area
that had not been in operation five years earlier. This meant that
before the city could operate any of her wells she must purchase
all the property in the Bishop district.
After this decision the property owners expected to have little
difficulty in reaching an agreement on price. The difference between price offered and price desired was not so great that the
matter could not be compromised. As yet, however, the city still
refuses to buy the property. Many of the members of the Bishop
pool have just about reached the end of their financial resources
and cannot fight the city much longer. Perhaps the pool will
brea~ up as others have and the property owners, one by one,
sell at the price offered them.
The Owens Valley of 1934 was very different from that of 1920
or even 1925. A number of different articles have been written
about the devastation of the valley by California writers and
journalists. Some of the titles very fittingly describe the conditions. One article, which appeared in the San Francisco Call,
names it "The Valley of Broken Hearts", another author calls it
"The Acadia of California", another "The End of the Trail". Will
Rogers in 1932 came into the valley to make a picture and, through
his daily article, informed the nation:
Ten years ago this was a wonderful valley with one-quarter of a million
acres of fruit and alfalfa. But Los Angeles had to have more water for its
Chamber of Commerce to drink more toasts to its growth, more water to
dilute its orange juice, and more water for its geraniums to delight the tourists, while the giant cottonwoods have died. So, now this is the valley of
desolation.48

Those who support the policy of the city of Los Angeles argue
that the greatest good for the greatest number has been achieved
and that the property owners have been given a fair price for
their property. The answer to the first argument is that the greatest good for the greatest number has not been accomplished because of the biggest engineering blunder committed in the valley,
that is, the construction of the $25,000,000 aqueduct without adequate storage above the intake. A number of surveys have been
made showing that if flood waters had been stored and conserved
there would have been enough to keep the aqueduct full and at
the same time furnish water for the irrigation of the valley. Owens
Valley should not have been destroyed.
43

The answer to the second argument is that there are some val-

ues which cannot be estimated in dollars and cents. In every

One of the picturesque old Bristlecone pines in the Patriarch
area of the Schulman iHemorial Grove. (lnyo National Forest photo)
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community there would be some families who would be glad to
move on but others who want to remain. Many of the families
who left Owens Valley did it very relunctantly. Some of them were
born and raised on the acres they sold. In some cases their father
or grandfather had cleared the amid the danger of Indian warfare.
This was their home in the land and among the people they understood and loved. The mere payment of so much per acre or
so much per lot, or so much for the cost of the boards and nails
and paint in their dwelling, did not compensate for what they
surrendered. Many of them who left have wandered from one location to another. Some of them came back after a few years in
another community, and yet when they returned and saw the destruction they were sorry. Yet in some cases they would rather
live in a deserted Owens Valley than in any other community.
Throughout the state of California for years there were a number
of Inyo picnics. Former Inyo residents got together to talk of the
happy days in Owens Valley.
In 1929 the water board made the statement to the Committee
of Ten that the city did not intend to drive out any permanent
population and that they would lease property back to anyone
desiring to use it. Yet, ranchers who had leased farms were notified without warning that they could get no more water for irrigation and that the buildings would be torn down. Many of the
farm houses were torn down or left to the mercy of the elements.
In a few years they became so dilapidated that they fell to pieces.
Fine orchards were pulled up and alfalfa and pasture land dried
up to the point where sage brush again took posession and very
little evidence of cultivation remained. Giant trees that were
planted and watered, and which took years to grow, are now dead
and stand like ghosts, a grim reminder of their former glory. Railroad side . tracks over which once rolled carloads of produce have
become but streaks of rust in a wilderness from which all inhabitants have gone. It some places it is impossible to discover school
sites in what was once a thriving district. The finest apples in the
state were once raised at Manzanar. Now these fine orchards
which have been deprived of water and have reverted to desert.
The trees were later pulled and used for firewood. All this happened in a very few years in a land brought from savagery to
civilization by the toil, blood and lives of fine American citizens
after half a century. Their pioneering courage has been rewarded
by being stripped of the protection of the laws designed to provide just such settlement.
This is the picture of Owens Valley today. This is the reason
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why Morrow Mayo, in his book Los Angeles, is justified in saying
that "the City of Angeles moved through this valley like a devastating plague. It was ruthless, stupid, cruel, and crooked. It
deliberately ruined Owens Valley". This is why we say that dollars cannot repay the people of Owens Valley for what they were
forced to give up. These verses which appeared in the March 1934
issue of Inyo Trails, written by Dorothy C. Cragen, picture "A
Deserted Home."

The tall, gray poplar from its height
Bends down and whispers low
To the broken gate that stands ajar
Or swings gently to and fro.
It tells of days when a rambling house
Topped the rolling plain
And pattering feet dashed in and out
In sunshine or in rain.
Of cowboys wrangling the surging mass
That milled and stamped and lowed,
Of days that gave no hint of change
As swiftly on they flowed.
The tall, gray poplar sways and sighs
For days that used to be,
And the flapping gate that stancls ajar
Sighs low in memory.

Lake Crowley, showing the large number of autos and boats on
a busy day.
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EPILOGUE
Since 1934 most of the crises and struggles have been resolved
for now the city owns most of the Owens Valley and much of the
land and water rights in Mono County to the north. 1
The representatives of the city agreed that they should purchase
all the land in Owens Valley both ranch land and city property
from everyone who wanted to sell in order to guarantee the necessary supply of water. The people of Los Angeles voted a bond
issue of $38,800,000 in 1930 to obtain a more dependable flow
of water for the Los Angeles aqueduct. At this time the Mono
Basin extension was started costing $22,800,000. This Mono Basin
extension was a major project that took six years to complete between 1934 and 1940. It not only involved obtaining the flow of
water from several streams flowing into Mono Lake but the driving of a new eleven-mile tunnel through the Mono Craters Divide
to transport the water into the Crowley Reservoir that was now
being built. This was the longest tunnel in the entire Owens
Valley aqueduct system and required expert engineering skill. Its
completion in April, 1940, extended the original aqueduct system
100 miles farther north to a new intake 338 miles from Los Angeles
and farther north than San Francisco. The addition of the water
from these four additional streams in the Mono Basin increased
the safe yield of the aqueduct system 39 per cent. It was at this
time that three new storage reservoirs were added to the aqueduct
system - Lake Crowley, Grant Lake and Bouquet Reservoir giving an additional 268,000 acre feet storage and now bringing
the total reservoir storage along the aqueduct system to 350,000
acre feet. 2
A total of nearly 300,000 acres of land in Inyo and Mono counties had been acquired and practically all the remaining private
holdings with their water rights in Owens Valley were purchased.
The erection by a prankster of a sign at the north entrance to
Bridgeport, Mono County, "Los Angeles City Limits," was almost
a reality.
In the effort to purchase all the land in Owens Valley during
this period an appraisal committee was selected that gave in most
cases a fair and even generous appraisal based on 1923 values
rather than the depressed values of the 1930's. No agreement was
ever reached on reparation claims by the business men of the
town for loss of business as the generous buying program was to
somewhat compensate for this loss. Those who had sold town
property signed away all rights to sue the city for reparation.
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Under this "purchase all" program the city became owner of
Owens Valley from fa1mlands to store buildings with over 240,
000 acres of farm land and much of the town property in Lone
Pine, Independence, Big Pine and Bishop. Owens Valley became
a tenant community dependent on a single landlord. Over 300
families left the valley and moved to Southern California, San
Joaquin Valley or other parts of California. In the years from 1929
to 1936 the school enrollment dropped thirteen per cent. The hardest hit were the towns of Independence and Big Pine where thriving businesses were closed and the buildings stood vacant.3
The Owens Valley picnic is still held in one of the parks in Los
Angeles and large numbers of f01mer residents of the valley attend and talk of the good old days in Owens Valley.
Eventually, some of the town property was resold and some
farm land was leased to ranchers but with no guarantee of water.
Under this program nothing but a limited amount of cattle raising
survived on the ranches of the valley.
As there was still a need for more water to keep the aqueduct
running full from 320,000 to 340,000 acre feet per year flow, the
city took several additional measures. One was to continue to
drill wells and pump water from the underground basin of Owens
Valley. Since 1917 the Department of Water and Power has
drilled more than 360 wells and actually pumped 190 in order to
deliver water to keep the aqueduct filled in the dry years. 4 Many
of these were dynamited in the early struggle. This action of
pumping out the underground water has always caused controversy and in the last two years ( 1970-1972) it has flared up again
as the city has announced plans to increase the flow of about 70
wells in order to keep the second aqueduct running full. This 222mile second parallel aqueduct, costing $105,000,000, (the first one
cost $23,000,000) was constructed between 1963 and 1970 to bring
an additional 137 million gallons of water a day or 152,000 acre
feet yearly to Los Angeles, increasing the supply about 48 per
cent. 5
In November, 1972, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors instructed District Attorney Frank Fowles to bring action against
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to set a limit
on the exportation of water from Owens Valley based on provision of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 which
requires environmental impact reports on projects that could have
a decisive effect on surrounding regions. Superior Court Judge
Verne Summers granted a temporary restraining order against the
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Department of Water and Power but granted a request for change
of venue to Sacramento. The case to make permanent the injunction to put a limit on the water exported from Owens Valley was
heard in Judge William White's Superior Court of Sacramento
and the temporary restraining order was dissolved. Judge White
ruled that current "Los Angeles pumping is being carried on to
supply water to fill two aqueducts, both of which were in opera. tion before the Environmental Quality Act of 1970 took effect."
However, Judge White warned the representatives of the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power that "each time you do
something more, such as aqueducts three or four, you will have
to comply with the Environmental Quality Act., 6
Assemblyman Gene Chappie ( R-Cool), who represents Inyo and
Mono Counties in the state legislature, has also become concerned
about the increased pumping of underground water from the wells
in Owens Valley. In a news release on October 20, 1972, he states
that he will head a legislative and political challenge to the
"environment be damned" water pumping policies of the giant
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power which may dry
out Owens Valley if not stopped.
Chappie promised to introduce legislation to establish a watermaster to oversee the use of basin waters as adjudication requires.
He warned that a series of dry years and continuous pumping
will dessiccate the valley. He further called on the hundreds of
people from the Los Angeles area who enjoy the recreation of the
Eastern Sierra to join him in his environmental cause. He also
challenged the forty-six legislators from the city and county of
Los Angeles to join him: (Since most of them are purported environmentalists, surely they will arouse themselves to help stop
these unquenchable, megalopolian pumps."7 Now the old controversy breaks out again from another aspect, "environment." 8
Another development was to build the storage reservoirs above
the intake of the aqueduct that should have been built when the
aqueduct was completed in 1913. The small Tinemaha Reservoir
was constructed just below Big Pine and above the intake with
a 16,000 acre-foot capacity which helped a little. But the most significant action was the construction of the Long Valley dam and
reservoir above Bishop that had been demanded by the farmers
in 1922 and talked about so long but not constructed because no
agreement could be reached with Fred Eaton, who owned the
land and was demanding a million dollars for the reservoir site.
Although Fred Eaton and William Mulholland had been great
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friends when they were surveying and planning the first aqueduct,
there now developed a bitter enmity between them over the issue
of the purchase price for the land in Long Valley.
This controversy was finally settled in the 1930's and a 118-foot
high earthfill dam was constructed which created a large reservoir
of 183,000 acre-feet of water - not far from the amount and size
demanded by the farmers in 1922. Dedication ceremonies were
held on October 19, 1941, at a site overlooking the lake with several hundred Owens Valley and Los Angeles people present. It
was named Crowley Lake in honor of Father John J. Crowley, a
Catholic priest who had worked among the people of Owens
Valley to bring them out of their despair. He had helped form the
Inyo-Mono Association that has done so much to promote interest
in the recreational assets of the area. He did not live to see the
dedication of the long hoped-for event because of a tragic auto
accident the year before.
One of the speakers ·at the dedication was W . A. "Willie" Chalfant, the now old but still courageous editor of the Inyo Register.
His short but optimistic statements about the Long Valley reservoir brought an official close to the long struggle for more storage
of water that he had participated in for some thirty-five years!
"It is a promise of the end of dissensions, and we welcome its
implied pledge that hereafter, city and Eastern Sierra shall work
hand in hand . . . "Ve cannot but regret that this enterprise was
not constructed long ago; there would have been less of history
to forget . . . . ."9
Crowley Reservoir has more than justified the hopes for it.
Not only is it a large water storage area but it is a great center for
recreational activity, fishing, boating and hunting.
These later developments have brought about, as predicted by
Editor Chalfant, an era of progress and cooperation with an easing
of the bitterness that could not have been foreseen in the dark days
of 1928. East of the Sierra has become a vacationer's paradise,
the backyard playground for Southern California. The towns are
thriving with businesses catering to the needs of some one million
tourists a year by 1940 who were leaving some $5,000,000 in trade. 10
Even some of the old timers began to return to their beloved
valley.
What is Owens Valley like today in 1973? There is no agriculture, of course. All the available water goes to Los Angeles. But
there has developed a new economy based on recreation and
tourists' dollars. Lake Crowley is a great recreation center for fish-
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ing and boating. Mammoth Mountain has become one of the
greatest skiing areas in the nation. During the Thanksgiving weekend of 1972 over 40,000 visitors came into Mammoth Lakes area
to enjoy the excellent ski slopes.U At least 20,000 of those filled
every accomodation at Mammoth Lake. The June Lake Loop area
was also attracting large numbers of skiers to this beautiful area
for winter spmts. It has been famous for its fishing and boating
excellence during the summer seasons for many years. Only in
recent years has it become popular for winter sports.
The tremendous interest in history that has developed in recent
years has also brought many visitors to the valley. The Eastern
California Museum Association at the town of Independence has
acquired a fine new fireproof museum building and complex to
display the artifacts that tell the colorful past of the valley. This
was achieved by a fine spirit of cooperation between the Association, the County Government and the City of Los Angeles who
owned the land.
The Bishop Museum and Historical Society was formed to save
the old depot at Laws as well as a locomotive and several freight
cars of the little "Slim Princess" Narrow gauge Railroad.1 2 They
now have a fine museum and complex of buildings and exhibits
that attracts thousands of visitors each year.
The amazing Bristlecone pines, a forest of the oldest living
things on earth, located above Bishop in the White Mountains,
also have a fascination for hundreds of visitors each year. Finally,
of course, the superb scenery of the "deepest valley" located between the snow-covered Sierra Nevada Range, including the 14,496
foot Mt. Whitney and 13,600 foot Mt. Tom, on the west and the
14,000 foot White Mountain Peak and Range and Inyo Range on
the east brings in thousands of tourists each year.
To the residents of the smog-covered and traffic-congested Great
City, this valley with its clean air and natural beauty located at
about 4,000 foot altitude seems like a vision of heaven where one
can breathe clean fresh air and view snow-covered mountains every
day of the year.
These tourist dollars have developed the four towns of the valley
into beautiful modem and busy communities where the tragedies
and bitternesses of the past have been almost forgotten in the
prosperity of the present and the hope for the future. This new
generation holds little bitterness about the events of the past and
accepts conditions as they are. They have found that they can cooperate with representatives of the city in building a prosperous

51

future with the recreation-minded people of the southland.
Inyo is a Paiute Indian word meaning "dwelling place of a
great spirit." It is truly that and certainly applies to Owens Valley
with its rugged, spectacular scenery and its invigorating climate,
and it describes the spirit of the people who have "remained
behind," as well as that of the new generation. Many of them are
descendants of the early pioneers who have lived through the unhappy days of the "Little Civil War" to the prosperous and peaceful days of the present. Yes, Inyo is the dwelling place of a great
spirit, the spirit of the people.13
1

2
3

4
5
6
7
8
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This history of the OwensValley-Los Angeles Water Controversy was
completed in April, 1934, and submitted as my Masters Thesis to the
College of Pacific history department. My Master of Arts degree was
granted in absentia in June as I had been forced to leave my teaching
position in social science at Bishop High School to enter a sanatorium
at Monronia in Southern California. I never returned to the "Deepest
Valley" to reside, as I spent several years recovering my health, first
at Monronia and then at Bret Harte Sanitorium in Murphys, Calaveras
County. It was here I first started teaching for the Stockton Unified
School District and where I became deeply interested in Mother Lode
history.
My love for Owens Valley and interest in its development has continued
all my life and through the pages of the Inyo Register, trips to the
Valley, as often as possible, and from letters from my friends, I observed the changes taking place.
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, From Pueblo to
Metropolis, Water and Power in the Story of Los Angeles, p. 7.
It was during this period, from 1932-34, that I returned to Bishop from
the College of Pacific at Stockton with my teaching credential to teach
social studies in the Bishop High School and personally witnessed this
third exodus of settlers and home owners. My sister had sold her little
house in Bishop to the city and we now rented one of the houses that
had been sold.
Statement by Duane Gergeson, aqueduct engineer, as quoted in the
Inyo Register, November 30, 1972.
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, op. cit., p. 10.
Inyo Register, January 11, 1973.
News Release by Assemblyman Gene Chappie, State Capitol, October
25, 1972.
Ibid., November 28, 1972. Assemblyman Chappie also joined the cause
of Inyo and Mono Counties, and in a News Release from Sacramento
he denounced the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power's
"public and environment be damned policies" and expressed concern
about the future of Mono Lake as Los Angeles transports all the water
from the Mono Basin to Los Angeles. Chappie states, 'The lake is
rapidly dwindling and land bridges are forming between islands in the
lake endangering the bird rookeries there." He states that "its ironic
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that one island called 'Negit' was recently set aside as a natural area by
the Federal Bureau of Land Management as an important nesting spot
for marine birds, especially the California Gull and Caspian Tern,
should be endangered by the total diversion of Mono Lake basin
waters." He further questions "where is the Sierra Club, the Environmental Defense Fund, the center for law in public interest, and all
those other prestigious fighters for environment?"
After Chappie led an excursion to the Mono Lake Islands in early
January, 1973, he became more alarmed about the effect of diversion
of water on Mono Lake and in a News Release for January 15, 1973,
he stated that "before our trip we were told it might be as long as fifteen
years before Negit Island became a peninsula, but we found it might
be only three or four years. We tested the water depth in the channel
between the Island and the shore and it was only 7.5 feet. When the
lake level drops to expose the land bridge between the shore and island,
predators, including man, will endanger the rookery and the unspoiled,
almost wild aspect of the land."
Remi Nadeau, The Water Seekers, p . 134.
Nadeau, op. cit., p. 133.
Inyo Register, November 30, 1972.
It was on this little Southern Pacific Railroad that I entered Owens
Valley as a small boy in 1918.
Taken from an article by Dorothy Gragen in the Eastern California Museum Handbook, p . 12.
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A RElfJCII TlfJN CENTER
4111 fJF JUlY ADDRESS
BY HAROLD

s.

JACOBY"

One hundred and sixty-seven years ago, the American Declaration of Independence was signed expressing a belief that all men
are created equal and asserting that all persons were entitled to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Today, a century and a
half later we find a hundred thousand persons - citizens or longtime residents of this country - living in relocation centers, having
been abruptly torn from familiar surroundings and with little ceremony, ushered into these prison-like communities. Apart from
using this anniversary as an excuse for a display of artistic and
athletic ability, what reason do we have in these Centers to celebrate - of all things - Independence Day?
I believe I know most of the things that are in your minds and
hearts on this subject. We have been through much together these
past months, and I know the cynicism and bitterness with which
many of you view the discrepancy between these nobly stated
ideals and your present circumstances - and I understand how
natural this reaction is. At the same time to you who have considered yourselves Americans and who have thought of the United
States as your country - whether you be Nisei or Issei - I want
to bring you a word of hope that will soften your bitterness and
a challenge to your faith that will dissolve your cynicism.
When the bells of Philadelphia rang out in 1776 to announce
the completion of the Declaration of Independence, it did not
mean that freedom and democracy were immediately established.
It meant rather, that as a people we were just beginning on the
long road toward the establishment of these ideals. The history of
the United States since that day has been the history of a struggle
to put those ideals into action - a history filled with many great
achievements but filled also with many disappointments. Consider for a moment two or three instances of the delayed realization of our national ideals.
Although there were many Negroes in the United States in 1776,
it took eighty-five years and a bloody war to establish on paper
the right of these people to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness - rights which the Negro people have not as yet won in
every respect.

54

Although poor men as well as wealthy men were supposedly entitled to share in the privileges of citizenship, it took fifty years to
eliminate the last of the state laws that restricted the privileges of
voting to persons ht>lding property. And even today hundreds of
thousands of white men and women - as well as Negroes - are
prevented from voting by poll tax laws that require the payment
of sums of money before a person may vote.
Although this Declaration of Independence made no distinction
between men and women, it was not until 1920 - a mere 144
years later - that women in the country as a whole were permitted to vote.
I cite these examples not to show that this declaration of freedom and democracy was a fraud - but that it has taken time for
us as a country to put these great ideals into operation in these
fields. But more than this - I should like to emphasize that the
growth of freedom and democracy is not an automatic process. It
is not the unfolding of a plant that takes place inevitably so long
as proper soil and water are present. It is more like the farming of
a tropical jungle - every inch of ground must be fought for - and
if vigilance is relaxed for even a short time, the jungle grows back
over the recently won ground. Freedom is to be won not acquired.
It is not a free gift, but a privilege which must be earned and
safeguarded.
Along this same line, it is important to note that those who
have won freedom for themselves rarely go out to win freedom
for all others. When the English noblemen won their freedom from
the king they continued to oppose freedom for merchants and
manufacturers; and when these merchants and manufacturers won
their freedom, they persisted in opposing freedom for the laboring
masses.
Here in America, there have always been groups that have
feared the newcomer and sought to exclude him from the privileges of freedom and democracy. In the early 1840's and 50's a
Native American Party was formed by the descendents of the
English to fight the Irish who were then migrating to America in
large numbers. During the post Civil War decades there were
groups working against whatever new immigrant group happened
to be seeking entrance to this country - Germans, Chinese, Italians, Swedes, Russians - culminating in the Ku Klux Klan of the
1920's that fought against extending privileges of citizenship to
such varied groups as Negroes, Catholics, Jews and all foreign
speaking immigrants. In California a few years ago we witnessed
the bitter opposition of "native sons" to the Oakies and Arkies
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then migrating to the west - people born in the U.S. of native
stock no less than that of the Californians who were fighting them.
In other words - freedom not only is not a free gift - but it
cannot be assumed that because one group has won its objective
that all other groups are accorded the same privileges. Each group
must earn its own freedom; each group must win its own
objectives.
If we here are experiencing something less· than perfect freedom
and democracy it should not be wondered at or looked upon as
proof of the fraudulent nature of American ideals. It means basically that here we have one of the unfinished areas of American
democracy. It is by no means the first instance of the failure of
our actions to live up to our ideals - and it will probably not be
the last. It is not a reason to reject the ideals set forth 167 years
ago, but rather a challenge to tackle this piece of unfinished business. Although it is a challenge to every one of us living in this
country - and there are many who are accepting it - it is basically a challenge to you to earn and merit your own freedom - as
other groups before you have done.
I do not have the time to discuss at length how this should be
done. It cannot be done with arms and ammunition for these are
a denial of the goals toward which we work - a peaceful and
harmonious society. It must be done with patience and forebearance, but with courage and faith. You will not be alone, but it
will not be done for you.
Is it worth the effort? Has America reached the age of cynicism
and begun to discard its youthful ideals? Is race too high a barrier
for these ideals to penetrate? These are questions which only the
future can answer with accuracy, but I have confidence that the
answers will be emphatic "no's." Minority groups have experienced
dark days in the past and have triumphed over them. Our steps
in the past have been halting and slow toward the realization of
the ideals of the Declaration of Independence but visible progress
has been made. The future will not be easy but so long as we remember the ideals that the founders of this country set up for us
and so long as we maintain faith in them and courage to fight
them, I remain confident that the future will bring a wider rather
than a narrower application of these ideals.
Independence Day in a Relocation Center! Not a sign of the
failure of democracy - but a sign of its immaturity. Not a reason
to repudiate freedom as an ideal - but a challenge to work the
harder for its realization in all areas of our life.
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The Japanese American Creed

I am proud that I am an American citizen of japanese ancestry, for my
very background makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful advantages of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions; I
glory in her heritage; I boast of her hisiory; I trust in her future. She has
granted me liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in this
world today. She has given me an education be fi tting kings . She has
entrusted me with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has permitted
me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, and
act as I please- as a free man equal to every other man.
Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall never
become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are not representative of the majority of the Ame;-ican people. True, I shall do all in
my power to discourage such practices, but I shall do it in the American
way: above-board, in the open, through courts of law, by education, by
proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. I am
firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play
will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action and achievement, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.
Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and
because I have received innumerable benefits from her, I pledge myself
to do honor to her at all times and in all places; to support her constitution; to obey her laws; to respect her flag; to defend her against all
enemies , foreign or domestic; to actively assume my duties and obligations as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever,
in the hope that I may become a better American in a greater America.
- Mike Masaoka.
As read before the United States Senate and
printed in the Congressional Record, May 9, 1941
J A P AN E S E AME R ICAN C ITI Z EN S LE AGU E
NATI ONA L HE ADQUART E RS
413-415 B E ASO N BUIL DI NG

S A L T L AK E CI T Y , U T AH

"Delivered at the 1943 Tule Lake War Relocation Authority Profeet Independence Day Celebration. Mr. Jacoby was a member of
the WRA Staff.
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A LOOK AT SANTA MONICA IN 1903
SPENCER

WILSON

THE

REvEREND DwiGHT SPENCER, retired, was traveling across
country in the winter of 1903 under auspices of the Baptist Home
Mission Society. By January he was in Los Angeles where, like so
many others, he went to see the lovely pre-smog countryside. At
that time of the year it must have contrasted with the snowc
covered vistas of his home in New England. Returning to the hotel
room he wrote home of the experience and of what he had seen,
an idyllic country scene. 4
JAN. 6, 1903
My clear Son
Your highly interesting letter came yesterday just as I returned from
Santa Monica. This is a city on the ocean 20 miles from here, where I have
preached to a little church just organized. It is an hours ride by trolley, 50
cents the round trip. The ride is most enjoyable. The valley, evidently the
bottom of a bay at some time, is extensive and all under cultivation. I
estimate the area at 200 miles . Broad meadows at this season being pastured,
vineyards, orchards of English walnuts, and vast fields now being ploughed
by teams of from four to eight horses drawing gang plows, preparatory to
sowing with barley or wheat. Wheat is not largely raised in Southern
California, the climate being too warm.
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Arriving at Santa Monica we are on the Ocean Beach, where are large
hotels, baths of various kinds, with tourists from every part of the country.
Everywhere we see evidences of the early Spanish and Mexican civilization. For instance, the broad valley was before American occupation, comprised in several ranches, the principal one "The Vicinta," and the owners
of these constituted a landed artistorcarcy. These, of course, passed away more
than fifty years ago, but the laborers upon the ranches are still here in
the persons of their descendants, though mixed with both native Mexicans
and Indians, and are still employed on the farms and in the cities as workers upon the streets. This seems to teach that laborers are more tenacious of
life than idlers.

That closing remark carries the subtle thrust of the moralist and
patriot- drawing attention to the improvement in life brought about
by American occupation. It is comment typical of his time, but
especially of Dr. Dwight Spencer.
Reared in New England and New York, he sought to serve God
and Country in the U. S. Christian Commission during the Civil
War. He penetrated the South on two religious missions, in 186364 to the Sea Islands of Georgia and in 1864-65 to the Norfolk area
in Virginia. Then came his "call" to Utah to be, he claimed, the
first Baptist minister in the state. He established a church in
Ogden and helped to set up another in Salt Lake City. Doctrinally,
he was a fundamentalist and with equal vehemence opposed "the
slave power" and "the Mormon kingdom." Each new church in
Utah, he felt, was "a military post where the Lord's soldiers are
trained for the conflict with the powers of darkness."
From Utah he went to Montana, then traveled throughout the
northern plains states, serving the Baptist denomination at many
posts. After retirement from the pulpit, he became field representative of the American Baptist Home Mission Society.
Doctor Spencer was largely self-educated, yet found time in a
busy career to acquire a master's degree from a college at Hamilton, New York, and he was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree
in 1890 by Ewing College. During the Civil War he meticulously
kept up a diary which, alas, has never attracted a publisher, and
until he died in 1910 wrote copiosuly and trenchantly for newspapers and religious journals. He held opinions firmly and defended them vigorously. There was more than a touch of resemblance betwen Dwight Spencer, D. D., and Oliver Cromwell of
whom a contemporary wrote: "His temper exceeding fyery . . .
but the flame of it [is] kept down . . ."
"This letter is in Professor Wilson's possession and was written by his
maternal great-grandfather.
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FDR'S "Quarterbacking" of U.S.
Naval Policy In The Pacific 1933-39
BARBARA BENNETT PETERSEN

PART THREE
( Concluded in this Issue)
There appears to be a discrepancy in the early New Deal years
between the rhetoric and the intended policies of President Roosevelt in relation to some degree of preparedness. Although tacking
with the wind of isolationism, FDR utilized the powers of the
American Presidency, especially the executive order, to divert government funds into some channels for purposes of national defense.
In the second Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933, FDR stated that "In
the conferences which we have held and are holding with the
leaders of other nations, we are seeking four objectives . . . . the
first of which is a general reduction of armaments."60 Disarmament was seen as closely linked to economic recovery and the
reduction of World War I war debts and reparations. Disarmament, it was held by many economists, would also assist in reducing
trade and tariff barriers around the world. 61 However, President
Roosevelt understood that the Geneva Disarmament Conference
had reached an impasse, and by June 1933, he had diverted funds
from the National Industrial Recovery Act to the construction of
several naval vessels. 62 The National Industrial Recovery Act
gave the President authority to include in the program of public
works the construction of naval vessels within the terms of and / or
limits of the London Naval Treaty of 1930. In addition to the regular Naval Appropriations for 1933, some funds were diverted
from the NIRA to construct five additional vessels making the
total 36. Of these 36 vessels to be constructed in 1933, one half
would be constructed in private shipyards and one half would be
built in navy shipyards. The total amount of money thus diverted
to construct these five additional vessels was $238 million. President Roosevelt commented on this diversion of funds:
''This, together with one cruiser authorized in 1929, but for which appropriations were made in 1933, constituted a building program for 1933 of a
size which had not been undertaken in this country since 1916. This was the
beginning of a sustained program of my administration to bring the United
States Navy up to treaty strength."G3
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FDR believed that the immediate effect of this order would be
to "spread work" and aid in relieving unemployment in the shipyards and the long-range effect would be added preparedness. 64
While plans were being made by the State Department to send
representatives to London to the preliminary talks on naval disarmament during the months of June and July 1934, the Administration and Navy Department had asked Congress to consider
additional appropriations for naval construction. By March 27,
1934, Congress approved the Vinson Bill which authorized naval
construction up to but not beyond treaty strength. 6 G The bill provided also for replacement of ships as they came of age and it
removed the statutory maximum limitation of 1,000 aircraft under
the auspices of the Navy which had been imposed in 1926. FDR
commented on the Vinson Bill: "The Democratic National Platform
of 1932 had advocated a Navy adequate for national defense" and
he implied that the new bill was a move in the right direction.66
After the signing of the Vinson Bill, President Roosevelt outlined
his naval construction program for the next four years, ( 19341938) . A total of one hundred and five vessels were to be constructed; fifty-four in private yards and fifty-one in government
navy yardsY
With the anticipated expansion of the Navy, FDR began to consider expansion or improvement of the existing naval bases in .the
continental United States and the outlying territories and possessions. FDR anticipated the passage of the Vinson Bill, when he
recommended that the Hawes-Cutting Act be amended in order
to keep U.S. naval bases in the Philippines. 68 During the summer
of 1934, FDR personally made a world tour of the U. S. naval
bases, aboard the U.S .S. Houston.lm Upon his return from the tour,
FDR restated the importance of a "prepared Navy" and considered
this to be the first line of defense for the United States.70 After
Congress had passed the Vinson Bill allowing naval construction
to existing treaty strength, FDR cautioned Norman Davis in London attending the disarmament naval conference. FDR asked
Davis to hold fast to the existing ration systems, as FDR felt that
"I cannot introduce into the Senate any new treaty calling for
larger navies ... " so soon after the recent Vinson Bill. 71
Even though FDR believed that Congress would be unwilling
to support any further "preparedness" schemes, he sent a confidential memo to Secretary of the Navy, Claude A. Swanson, in December 1934 in which the President advised an immediate study
of "new experimentally designed ships."72 FDR was moving in this
direction as he sensed that the London Naval Treaty restrictions
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and limitations would no longer be in effect after 1936, due to
the recalcitrant attitude of Japan at the Naval conference.
There are other presidential powers which FDR utilized to implement his policies. In August 1935, FDR notified the Navy Department that additional funds were available under the Emergency Relief Appropriations Act of 1935 and he suggested the
Navy apply for such funds immediately. 73 As early as May 1935,
FDR communicated to · Secretary of the Navy, Claude Swanson,
in a confidential note that:
" . . . secret occupation of the Baker, Howland and Jarvis Islands in the
Central Pacific had been completed by April 2, 1935 by American soldiers
and civilian technicians. The occupation team had been instructed to collect
information from the area and to begin construction of a landing field. In
the event that knowledge of this occupation should leak out, the Post Office
Department would announce that it had been responsible for the construction
and that an air mail service through the Pacific was planned."74 ,

In June of 1935, Britain had concluded the Anglo-German Naval
Pact which allowed Germany to build a maximum fleet of 35%
of the British fleet strength. This agreement limited Germany's
naval construction only when there existed a general naval agreement between the major naval powers to limit contruction.75
Through the years 1935, FDR and the State Department installed
naval short wave receiving sets to be manned by naval personnel
in our major overseas Embassies such as Berlin, Rome, Paris and
Geneva. The purpose of this measure was to keep our foreign
ambassadors and ministers current on State Department views.70
The President and Cordell Hull recommended the establishment of an American Merchant Marine to take the place of the
old Shipping Board. Cordell Hull viewed the United States Merchant Marine, established in 1936, as a means to encourage additional foreign trade 77 but FDR viewed the Merchant Marine as
working closely with the long-range plans of the United States
Navy. From time to time when public opinion seemed right, FDR
would authorize the Navy Department to construct additional
naval vessels such as his directive under the Naval Appropriations
Act of June 3, 1936: "In accordance with the Navy Appropriations Act . . . I am authorizing the construction of two capital
ships for replacement purposes."78 The President would continue
to "push under the table" to continue his policies of some degree
of military preparedness when the isolationists still saw no need
for such measures.
The first major address in which FDR spoke out against iso-
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lationism was the "Quarantine the Aggressors" speech in October
1937, in Chicago. He recommended for the first time publicly
that action be taken against "international lawlessness'' and the
"reign of terror" created by the systematic violation of treaties,
the indiscriminate bombings of civilians and the waging of undeclared warfare. The Country and Congress were still unwilling
to heed an active international policy and the President was forced
to retreat, tempering his foreign policies again. FDR commenting
years later on the "quarantine speech" said:
"I warned that if those things came to pass in other parts of the world, let
no one imagine that America will escape, that America may expect mercy,
that this Western Hemisphere will not be attacked. I called upon the
peace-loving nations 'to make concerted effort in opposition to those violations of treaties and those ignorings of human instincts which are today
creating a state of international anarchy and instability from which there is
no escape through mere isolationism or neutrality.'"

FDR suggested that these acts were not just violations of specific
treaties or international law - they involved the whole question
of world security, world humanity - the whole question of world
war and world peace. FDR said, "Unfortunately, this suggestion
fell on deaf ears, even hostile and resentful ears. It was hailed as
warmongering . . ." 79
In his messages to Congress, however, the President continued
to speak of some degree of preparedness as necessary to national
defense. In his annual message, FDR commented : "Resolute in
our determination to respect the rights of others, and to command
respect for the rights of ourselves, we must keep ourselves adequately strong in self-defense." 80 In the supplemental Budget
Message, the President asked for large appropriations for national
defense and stated that he might have to ask for more than he
projected. Within two weeks of his budget message, on Janua1y
14, 1938, FDR announced in a press conference that, indeed, he
was going to ask for more defense funds and that the largest proportion of the money asked for would be for the Navy. 81 Two
weeks later, in another press conference, the President announced
that he had asked Congress for $450 million to increase the Fleet
Naval Reserve and that he had asked Congress to authorize increases or replacements in naval construction by 20% . 8 ~ FDR also
stated that he did not want restrictions placed on tonnage of vessels or caliber of guns. Congress responded by passing the Vinson
Naval Expansion Act in May 1938. 8=1
The isolationists in Congress had been divided over the Naval
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Expansion Bill. Many isolationists now supported the measure as
hemispherists who wanted a two-ocean navy to shield Hawaii,
Alaska and the Canal . Zone without relying on the British fleet.
Congress, under this bill, had authorized the construction of
twenty-four new battleships and some additions in lighter craft.
Due to the prospective increase in ships, the Seventy-fifth Congress, second session, authorized "the Secretary of the Navy to establish and direct a naval board .. . to investigate and report
upon the need for purposes of national defense for the establishment of additional submarine, destroyer, mine and naval air bases
on the coast of the United States, its territories and possessions."s-<
A naval investigating board was established with Rear Admiral
Arthur J. Hepburn as its chairman and the board prepared a report for the Seventy-sixth Congress, first session. The report was
given to the House Committee on Naval Affairs and after discussion of the report, Representative Vinson of Georgia introduced
a base fortification and expansion bill.
The Vinson-proposed bill would "authorize the Navy Department to develop or increase the naval aviation facilities at Kaneohe
Bay, Pearl Harbor, Midway Island, Wake Island, Guam, Johnson
Island and Palmyra Island in the Mid-Pacific area; San Juan,
Puerto Rico, in the Caribbean area; Kodiak and Sitka Island in
the Alaskan area; and Norfolk, Virginia; Tongue Point, Oregon;
and Pensacola, Florida; in the Continental United States."8 " The
bill asked for appropriations of $53.8 million and according to
Vinson,
" .. . the primary object and purpose of this bill is to authorize the construction of certain aviation facilities and harbor facil ities recommended by a
board of Naval Officers in accordance with the Naval Expansion Act of
1938."

Vinson stated that the President, in his national defense message
to the Congress, had recommended that funds be appropriated
for the creation of, or the strengthening of navy bases, for the
efficient operation of the fleet and for defense in time of national
emergency. 86
One provision within the Vinson bases bill aroused considerable
debate. This was the provision to expend $5 million to improve
the harbor facilities for seaplane operation on Guam in the MidPacific.87 Opposition to the appropriation for Guam was based on
the isolationist assumption that Guam was to be fortified and
made into a strongly defended naval base for airplanes and submarines, and that the Navy Department was planning to make
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Guam the "Gibraltar of the Pacific."~ 8 The President and the
Navy Department probably did intend to extend the Guam fortifications once initiated, but Congress failed to allow the appropriation for Guam and struck the provision out of the bill. Debate on
the "Guam appropriation" is an excellent example of isolationists
vs. internationalists thinking in 1938.
The arguments supporting the appropriation for Guam focused
largely on the strategic location of the island. It was emphasized
that "its position in the Western Pacific makes it of inestimable
value to the United States as a possible defense base which would
act as a deterrant to any Asiatic power contemplating a hostile
move toward the Hawaiian Islands or the American Continent. sn
Guam was considered as the site of a possible naval station to
support the Asiatic fleet after the United States withdrew from
the Philippines in 1946. Guam, it was said, is in the midst of the
Marshall, Caroline and Marianas Islands which had been mandated to the Japanese by the Treaty of Versailles. Since it appeared that the Japanese had fortified these mandated islands,
Guam should be used as a patrol and reconnaissance base.no In
Guam, the United States already had a cable station and an air
communication station. Therefore, Guam could act as a "warning
station" to protect Hawaii and the mainland United States from
attack. Guam, in 1938, had a peculiar status among the American
body politic since there was no civil administration in the island.
Guam was solely administered by the United States Navy Department and the Governor was a naval officer. Therefore, any dredging of the harbor facilities should be conducted efficiently and
without delay by the Navy.!l 1 Representative Maas of Minnesota
stated: "It (the fortification of Guam) might mean the diffe1'ence
between a long and a short war; yes, the difference between
victory and defeat for us to have dredged a harbor at Guam . "!l~
The Hepburn Board's report summarized: "the island is well
adapted to the maintenance of an air base equal or superior to
any similar hostile force that could be assembled within a radius
of 1,200 miles. Its natural facilities for development of a submarine
base are excellent. Even without command of the sea extending
westward of Midway, the air and submarine strength of the island
could be reinforced. The island could only be reduced or occupied
by an enemy through landing operations supported by naval surface operations on a large scale. Hostile air attack alone could
produce no decisive effect . . ."n Finally, the supporters of the
measure believed, "hermit ·nations are backward nations - the
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U. S. cannot impersonate a turtle," 9 -t and should be mindful of
possible international involvement and military commitment.
The opponents of the Guam appropriation focused their objections on two basic principles: the action proposed was unnecessary
and the action, if passed, would provoke Japan into countermoves in the Pacific. The first objection was best voiced by Mr.
Fish of New York:
"There is no country that has the ability or the capacity to attack us if
they wanted to do so. Every one of our admirals stated that the Japanese
Navy must be three times as large as ours in order to even attempt to
attack us. All of this talk about an attack or invasion from a foreign nation
or nations is part of the war hysteria and fear being created by the New
Deal administration and among others who are doing this are the communists
who want to go to war against Japan and Germany for the benefit of the
Soviet Union. I insist that all this talk that we will be invaded and attacked
by foreign foes is merely political bunk and eyewash to cover up the change
in our foreign policies from neutrality, nonintervention, peace and no entangling alliances to collective security, economic sanctions, aggression and
war.n95

The supporters of Fish saw the United States defensive perimeter
to be adequate as it extended from the Aleutian Islands through
Hawaii and Samoa to the Canal Zone. Guam was 1,500 miles
away and was unnecessary to the strategic defense and security
of the American People. »G
The criticism that the Island of Guam's harbor facilities and
fortifications might provoke Japan into additional aggresive moves
in the Pacific was held by the isolationists to be most valid. They
saw the Guam proposal as not only expensive but dangerous.
Guam's fortification "will be like hoisting a red flag over there, to
add to the jittery condition of a world torn by dissension," stated
Representative Colmer. 97 Guam is situated 5,400 miles from the
Mainland and would be very difficult to defend in wartime. Guam
is only 120 miles from Saipan and its fortification would certainly
cause the Japanese to suspect U. S. intentions. Some isolationists
doubted the administration's intentions to grant independence to
the Philippines, if these plans had been made to protect them with
a strong air force and submarine base. 98 Moreover, the opponents
to the Guam measure believed that the $5 million appropriation
would be only the first request for funds and that eventually, once
the project had been started, the total cost of fortifying Guam
could be as high as $150 million.99 Mr. Church summarized the
position of the opposition: "I am prepared to vote millions for
defense, but not one cent for foreign intervention. The $5 million
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authorization for Guam, 5,400 miles away from our shores, is just
such an item which I opposed in the interest of the security of
the American people." 100
The Guam appropriation failed and this episode is often sighted
as an example of the isolationist shortsightedness and unwillingness
to recognize the threat to the integrity of the United States.
The year 1939 seems to be a turning point in the policies of
FDR. It seems to represent the year in which rhetoric and intentions fell into line. From his Annual Message to Congress in January 1939, the President began with an internationalist bent: "In
our foreign relations we have learned from the past what not to
do. From new wars we have learned what we must do .. . there
is now a new range and speed to offense." 101 The President went
on to say, "Neutrality laws encourage aggressors and the probability of attack is mightly decreased by the assurance of a strong
defense." By the 12th of January 1939, the President had asked
Congress to appropriate $525 million for an emergency program to
aid national defense.l 0 ~ By September, at a press conference, he
suggested that the naval personnel should be expanded from
115,000 men to 120,000 to man the now active and expanded fleet;
and that one-third of the priority Class I destroyers should be
reactivated.103
Thorughout 1940 the preparedness campaign continued in word
and in deed. Asking Congress for an additional $250 million for
the Navy, FDR explained:
"There are two basic reasons for this increase; to keep up with the expenditures in other countries and second, to make up for lost time. The navy
had very, very little money spent on it between 1922 and 1933 and there
was a great deal of replacement to be done or gaps to be filled."104

As the election of 1940 approached, FDR in his campaign
speeches criticized the isolationists for their "playing politics with
national security." and for now, during the election year, shifting
to "preparedness" when the public demanded such a program. In
an address at Madison Square Garden, October 28, 1940, FDR
openly attacked Senators McNary, Vandenberg and Nye for voting
' against the 1938 Naval Expansion Bill and Congressmen Martin,
Barton and Fish for voting against lifting the arms embargo. Then
in the 1940 election as FDR pointedly stated:
"Outside the halls of Congress, eminent Republican candidates began to turn
new somesaults. At first they denounced the bill; (to adopt cash and carry)
then, when public opinion rose up to demand it, they seized their trapeze
wiili ilie greatest of ease, and reversed themselves in mid air."105
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FDR continued, "Now, at the eleventh hour, they have discovered
what we knew all along - that overseas success in warding off
invasion by dictatorship forces means safety to the United
States." 106 In this campaign FDR now revealed what his administration had done to prepare the United States in national defense
and emphasized the building program he had conducted for the
United States Navy. FDR stated in Boston :
"Our Navy is our outer limit of defense. Almost the very minute this administration came into office seven years ago, we began to build the Navy
up - to build a bigger navy.
"In these seven years we have raised the total of 193 ships in commission
to 337 in commission today. Our administration has raised the personnel of
the Navy from 106,000 to 210,000 today. We have 119 ships under construction. This administration has increased the effectiveness of the U. S.
bases in the Pacific - the intention is to keep the attacker away. That is
the record of the growth of our Navy. In 1933 a weak Navy; in 1940 a
strong Navy."l07

After World War II had involved the United States through
the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, the President continued to
consider the U. S. Navy as one of the main lines of offense and
defense. In order to better coordinate the activities of this most
important department, FDR reorganized the navy through an Executive Order. 108 The President stated that under Title I of the
first War Powers Act, 1941, and as Commander in Chief of the
Army and Navy, he had authorized the reorganization of the Navy
Department so that,
" . .. the duties of the Commander in Chief, U . S. Fleet, and the duties of
the Chief of Naval Operations may be combined and devolve upon one
officer who shall have the title, Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet and Chief
of Naval Operations. He shall be the principal naval advisor to the President and the Secretary of the Navy."

FDR'S action replaced the historic Bureau system, and coordinated
and unified the naval command. This reorganization greatly facilitated solutions to the problems of procurement and supply.
FDR summarized his policies in relation to national defense and
construction of Naval vessels in the campaign of 1944 in a speech
at Shibe Park, Philadelphia:
"Now I like a thing called the record, and the record will show that
from almost the first minute of this administration 12 years ago, I started
to rebuild the U. S. Navy which had been whittled down during the previous administrations. vVhat the Navy suffered from conspicuously during
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three Republican administrations was a drastic false economy which not only
scrapped ships but even prevented adequate target practice, adequate
maneuvers, enough oil or adequate supplies. Indeed, it reached the point
that on some vessels the crews, who at least were patriotic, chipped in out
of their own pockets to buy their own brass polish to keep the bright work
shining . . .
"Every battleship in our fleet was authorized between 1933 and 1938.
Construction had begun on all of these battleships by September 1940, well
over a year before Pearl Harbor. All but two of the cruisers in Admiral
Halsey's fleet were authorized by the present administration before Pearl
Harbor and half of them were actually under construction before Pearl Harbor. There is the answer - just a little part of it - once and for all, to a
Republican candidate who said that this Administration had made absolutely
no military preparation for the event that it now claims it foresaw.
"We cannot wage war in a defensive spirit. We shall carry the attack
against the enemy - we must keep him far from our shores and forr.e him to
battle on his home ground."lO~

As a study in the American Presidency, FDR believed that he
could not lead the American people into Foreign policy commitments that they did not believe in. To have done so, FDR believed, would court personal and party defeat as the recent axample of L. B. Johnson and Vietnam illustrates. FDR has been
criticized for not taking active leadership in American foreign
policy to direct public opinion toward his views that totalitarian
aggression must be halted and that preparedness was necessary to
protect the integrity of the U. S. But FDR was a good politician
and understood the necessity of security of public support for his
policies - foreign and domestic.
Franklin D. Roosevelt had been willing to temporize his internationalist convictions and to tack with the winds of isolationisms
because he needed support for his new Deal domestic porposals.
He had capitulated to the isolatior1ists prior to the nomination
from the Democrats in 1932 and then equivocated on foreign
policy issues until 1937 with the "Quarantine the Aggressors"
speech. Public reaction to his international tenor in this speech
was not favorable and FDR again tacked, retreated and oscillated
in foreign policy statements until 1939 when his rhetoric and personal convictions fell more squarely into focus. However, as this
paper has shown, there was a disparity between the Roosevelt
rhetoric in public pronouncements and Roosevelt's activities and
commitment in internationalism and some degree to preparedness.
FDR to a very considerable degree "pushed under the table" using
numerous presidential powers to prepare the United States for
possible international involvement even though the majority opin-
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ion of Congress and the country was unprepared for it before
1939. The Naval Limitations conferences of the 1930's illustrated
to FDR that a degree of preparedness was necessary and he set
a firm course toward constructing an adequate United States Navy.
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RoBERTA M. McDow

How long has it been since you've seen a ghost?
If you're anxious to meet o"ne, go to Fort Ross where, it has
been said, ghosts vary from apparitions of red-headed dwarfs to
visions of at least one beautiful, blonde young lady.
There have been many chroniclers of the Russian sojourn in
California, but the legends and traditions of supernatural events
in that time and place are the gatherings of author Gertrude
Atherton.
Although Mrs. Atherton stated that she never encountered a
ghost at Fort Ross, 1 she wrote about them in several articles and
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books. In "The Romance of Fort Ross," published in 1893/ she introduced one ghost story with the comment that it might give encouragement to the Occultists_:!
Whether or not these stories can give aid and stimulation to
today's Occult, they add an interesting dimension to Fort Ross,
now materializing again after two recent fires.
The terrain around the Fort plays a part in several legends.
High cliffs overlooking the sea are on one side of the compound
and wooded hills rise up on the other.
Two women are alleged to have gone over these cliffs to their
deaths. One was the victim of a murderous husband, the other was
a suicide.
The hills were no safer. A small cottage was nestled in them,
occupied by a young Russian and his beautiful California wife.
They lived happily with their small child in their little home on
the edge of the forest. One evening the Russian was away. When
he returned, he found his wife and child murdered, but his home
untouched. Suspecting a former lover, the Russian searched for
the man in vain. He finally took his own life and the cottage remained unoccupied, with the cradle in the corner, until it fell into
ruins. 4
But if you hear moans and groans on a windy night at Fort
Ross, they do not come from these unfortunate victims. The eerie
sounds are said to emanate from convicts who furnished much of
the labor at the Fort.
The idea of using prisoners in Russian America originated with
Count Nikolai Rezano£5 who sailed to California from Alaska in
1806. Convicts who escaped and were recaptured, the story goes,
either walked the plank or literally lost their heads at the foot of
the cliffs. It is the decapitated who utter the mournful cries.6
Unfortunately, no legends tell us that the ghosts of Count Rezanof and Concepcion Arguello, the Spanish commandant's daughter,
finally united and exist happily ever after. Perhaps the story of
their ill-fated romance is legend enough.7
There was a story, however, that Mrs. Atherton found reminiscent of the Rezanof-Arguello episode. In it the ghost of a beautiful girl appears, moaning loud and long in the moonlight. She sits
undoing her golden hair atop a copper box studded with nails.
Within the box are the letters of her lover who died on his way
to Sitka. 8
Interestingly, the metal copper is found in other RussianAmerican stories and events. The ship ]uno, which Count Rezanof
bought with its supplies in Alaska and later sailed to California,

75

was copper-bottomed.:! At least one of the short-lived ships the
Russians built at Fort Ross also had a copper bottom. 10 And the
plate naming Mt. St. Helena after Princess Helene de Gagarin, 11
wife of Governor Alexander Rotscheff, was also made of copper. 1 ~
But it is a copper coffin and its contents that most intrigued
Gertrude Atherton. In addition to "The Romance of Fort Ross,"
she wrote about it in at least four of her books. u
The story takes place during the period that Alexander Rotschef£ was governor of Fort Ross . His wife, Princess Helene, invited
her old friend Countess Natalie lvanhoff to visit her. The princess
hoped that the lively atmosphere of Fort Ross would uplift Natalie's spirits for she had been unhappy since her fiance, Prince
Alexis Mikhailof, had been inexplicably exiled. For two years only
rumors about Alexis - death, escape and recapture - had reached
the countess. 14
Natalie was a beautiful girl. Her silver-gold hair, .when undone,
was said to hang the full length of her body. Her eyes were large
and gray 15 and her skin was almost a transparent white.lG She
was a welcome guest at the fort and when she walked, she was
watched by admiring eyes like those of the miller's son who
stared at her often. 17
Another man watched her as she strolled along the cliffs. He
deliberately kept himself concealed but one day she came upon
him face to face. At first Natalie did not recognize the man she
had missed so much. The convict's clothes and the two years of
captivity had changed his appearance. But it really was Alexis
Mikhailof.
Desperately the two made plans to escape the jurisdiction of
the Czar. The mill was chosen for their next meeting place 18 and
they parted, filled with hope for a future of happiness together.
There were several mills at the Fort, all of them apparently
outside the walls of the stockade. There was one mill powered
by animals and at least two windmills used for grinding. 1n The
couple chose to meet at one of the wind-powered grist mills.
The sentries did not see them, but it is thought that the miller's
son did. He followed them and probably watched the lovers embrace in the seclusion of the mill. He may have seen Natalie's
unbound hair falling like a wrap around her body.
Then driven by some madness, the miller's son set the mill in
motion. The machinery caught Natalie's hair. It pulled her upward, then smashed her down into the works before Alexis could
pull her free. Horrified, he joined her in death by hurling himself
over the cliffs. 2 0

76

Natalie was buried in a copper coffin on a knoll across a gulch
from the chapel.~ 1 Her friends vowed to take her with them when
they left, but they did not. Some say she sleeps there still in the
coffin fashioned from the copper plates of ships . ~~
But others claim she rises at midnight on August twenty-third.
They say she glides out of the fog bank and walks across the
mountain until she is only a dark figure in the lower edge of the
mist. Then out of the silence comes the sound of a mill revolving.
It is soon joined by hideous shrieks of pain and it finally fades
with the mournful cry of a man.~;;
The legends of ghosts did not end when the Russians left the
fort in 1841 and sold it to John A. Sutter. Sutter, in turn, sold
the fort to a man named Bennett. Preoccupied with how to make
the property pay, Bennett and his wife are said to have seen,
simultaneously, a tall, gray, transparent Russian who advised them
to plant potatoes. They followed his advice and made a fortune.~ 4
Gertrude Atherton picked up the trail of the ghosts about fifty
years after the Russians sailed from California. She visited the
fort when it belonged to Mr. Call and questioned long-time residents . Mr. Morgan, the proprietor of the hotel, led her to a find
better than a ghost - a living person who remembered the Russians at Fort Ross .
Half Indian and half Russian, the woman had chosen to hide
rather than leave with the Russians. Now she was old, but her
face was unwrinkled and her eyes and mind bright.
She remembered Princess Helene whom she admired. Mrs.
Atherton recounted ghost stories she had heard, but none of them
were familiar to the old lady. She was questioned particularly
about ghosts who were said to roll large stones through the church
and down the corridors at night. This story, too, was unknown to
her.
But there were ghosts, she said. Red-headed dwarfs used to
appear and swarm about the fort . They frightened people, particularly the Princess, who didn't like them at all. 2 ~
Are there still ghosts at Fort Ross? Or are they like the spooky
dinner guests in the Russian story, "The Undertaker" - more the
effect of liquid spirits than manifestations of the spirit world?~<;
Go to see for yourself. Listen for moans on a windy night, or
watch for a blonde sitting on a nail-studded copper box. You may
not see or hear a thing, but you won't be disappointecl:- You'll see
the evidence of spirits at Fort Ross, spirits of dedicated living
people who Hre carefully and diligently re-building a Russian
stronghold in California.
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JOHN SWETT, TEACHER
BY REGINALD

R.

AND WINIFRED

John Swett arrived in San Francisco on the sailing vessel "Revere"
on New Year's day in 1853. His
funds were low, as was the case
with many of the new arrivals. Quite
naturally, he hurried off to the mines.
Of course, he had no luck, because
the fields near at hand had been
gone over too many times.
Soon he was back in San Francisco. He was just down to bed rock.
Across the street children were being dismissed from school. A long
time ago - almost two years - he
had been a teacher of a country
school in New Hampshire. "A
teacher - "
John jumped up, hurried across
the street, spoke to the young woman who met him at the door, hurried down the street again, talked
to a man in charge, and came back
to his room, an employee of the City
of San Francisco - the PRINCIPAL
of a two-room school called "Rincon." The name meant "Corner" he
was told, and he surely was in the
corner.
John Swett had a most likable disposition and he soon had a host of
friends in San Francisco schools.
People had confidence and respect
for this young teacher who had come
west not for gold, or for a homestead, but for health. Unfortunately,
he very quickly learned that a teacher's position in San Francisco was a
political football.
There was another factor that entered into Swett's life during these
early years. That was the belief of
many citizens of San Francisco that
a section had the right to secede
in other words,
from the Union
there were a lot of southern sympa-
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John Swett, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, 1863-1867.
thizers in the Commercial Capital
of California.
The combined effect of these conditions upon the San Francisco
schools was that there was no such
thing as teacher's tenure. All teachers and Administrators were appointed annually. A teacher either played
the game, or he ceased to be a
player. W ith the foregoing guidelines, observe what happened to
John Swett.
At a political convention of the
Union Party in 1862, he was quite
unexpectedly placed in nomination
for the position of State Superintendent of Public Instruction. In the
whirlwind campaign which followed,
the Union Party won, and Swett became Superintendent.
It was a tremendous honor, but
it did have its problems, too.
He had no educational training
for the position.
He was given no c I e r i c a I
assistance.
He was expected to show immediate results.
John Swett had an impossible as-
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signment. He tried to visit every
school in the State. He gave innumerable talks. In the main, his counselling was good. During his term
he was able to get a small State tax
for educational purposes. And the
first official journal - the California
Teacher was started. The first teachers organization - California Teachers Association - was organized
during Swett's Administration.
A faded document gives an attempted itinerary for the years
1865-69:
Summer and autumn, 1865: Dutch
Flat in June; Pacheco in August;
Calaveras, Jackson and Amador in
September; Stockton and Fairfield
in October; a public school picnic
at Petaluma in November. In December he prepared his annual report. In February and March, 1866,
it was an extended tour of Southern
California - by boat to Wilmington,
stage to Los Angeles. The County
had approximately 2300 children less than 400 of them in school. San
Bernardino - two schools with about
75 pupils. (Swett notes that he
thought he had found the worst
desks in Los Angeles, but those of
San Bernardino he describes as "the
roughest, meanest, rickety and broken-down substitutes for seats which
ever disgraced a schoolroom" Santa
Barbara he describes as "a fossil old
town, covered with tiles, looking like
some old centenarian under a shocking big hat.")
Swett was nominated for re-election in June, 1867. Perhaps the most
serious campaign charge gainst him
was that he had "admitted two pupils with negro blood into the Rincon School."
In the election in November the
Democrats were victorious. Although
Swett had run well ahead in ·his
own party, he was defeated.
The next year, 1868, Swett was appointed Principal of the Denman
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School in San Francisco. This was
a particularly enlightening appointment since the School Board was
overwhelmingly Democrat. It was the
finest school of its kind in San
Francisco.
During the years San Francisco
politics were so bad that capable
teachers generally shunned that area,
even though the salary schedule was
the highest in the west. Throughout
these years Swett stood "for the
selection of teachers by professional
administrators, with tenure as long
as their work was satisfactory, as
against an annual election by nonprofessionals." Meanwhile he did a
tremendous amount of writing: text
books, general education articles,
biographical sketches.
For years San Francisco had been
"Boss" ruled. In 1880, Christopher T .
Buckley came to town and started a
saloon on Bush Street. Only the
Board of Education prevented Swett
from exposing the ultimate in graft
and patronage. On June 10, 1890,
John Swett resigned as Principal of
the Girls High School. School Board
members were unanimous in their
charges that Swett had been forced
to resign. Letters poured in from all
parts of the State expressing the indignation aroused by the Board's action. One former student wrote: "I
wish I could give you one-half of
the words of honor, or respect, and
of affection that have been used in
connection with your name during
the last four weeks. Your pupils of
20, 25, 30 - yes even 35 years ago
are up in arms. We hope to prove
before long that your respected and
honored name cannot be insulted
without touching the honor of those
you have trained."
Soon after his forced resignation
Swett and his family left the old
home in San Francisco and moved
to his farm in our Contra Costa Alhambra Valley.

On January 1, 1891, John Swett
was elected City Superintendent of
San Francisco. It was a strange and
unbelievable vindication for the
schoolmaster. Democrats as well as
Republicans voted for the beloved
teacher. He was not a candidate for
reelection in 1895, but retired permanently to his beloved farm, "Hill
Girt," in Alhambra Valley. But
even in retirement he was still working on educational articles and books.
Perhaps the greatest service he rendered to San Francisco was the passage of Civil Examinations for the
appointment of teachers in May,
1904. - A long time after Swett had
left the school system, but a goal
for which he had fought hard and
constantly.
In 1898 he took the longest vacation of his life visiting his home
town in New Hampshire. From there
he wrote to his wife: "If you were
only around here somewhere, I could
be entirely happy."
A characteristically wifely letter
Mary Swett wrote her husban<l
read:
"Where is that dirty, old, heavy
overcoat you promised to send
home?"
At Hill Girt John and his sons
did a tremendous amount of physical
work in getting 195 acres into fruit
and grapes. Almost every day Swett
walked to Martinez, and returned in
the evening - a distance of eight
miles. It was not uncommon for him
to walk 20 miles or over.
During the years John Swett was
the recipient of numerous diplomas,
degrees and other honors. Once he
and his close friend and neighbor,
John Muir, were brought down to
the University of California at Berkeley by President Benjamin Ide
Wheeler, who conferred on each the
honorary Doctor of Laws degree.
John Swett went to his rest on
August 22, 1913 - just tired obt.

Reprinted by permission of Glenn Dill, editor
of Rossmoor News, Walnut Creek, California
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THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JAMES P. BECKWOURTH, as told to Thomas D. Bonner. Introduced and with
notes and an epilogue by Delmont R. Oswald. University of
Nebraska Press, 1972, 628 pp. $9.75
Reviewer : MARK E. EALEY, Professor of Black Studies, University of the Pacific.
This book is the sixth edition of a work originally published in
1956 by Harper Brothers. It is an autobiography of James P. Beckwourth which extends from his birth in 1798 to eleven years prior
to his death in 1866. An auspicious undertaking, covering more
than five hundred pages, it is crammed with lusty, rip-roaring adventures; and it abounds with references to many people, such as
Kit Carson, William H. Ashley, and Jedediah Smith, who have
been awarded prominent places in nineteenth century American
History. Beckwourth, a Black American, was intimately acquainted
with these men and others in his varied career as mountaineer,
trapper, trader, military scout, warrior and chief with Indians of
the Crow Nation, and pioneer-explorer in the settlement of the Far
Western U.S.
His story borders on the fantastic, given the status and prestige
accorded to Blacks at the time. Beckwourth was involved not
only in the internecine warfare of the plains Indians and in the
westward encroachment of white Americans, but involved as well
in the U.S. wars with the Seminoles (in Florida) and Mexicans
(in New Mexico and California), and in the California gold
rush of 1849. Additionally, his story is narrated in the genre of the
era; that is, as an adventure yarn, with "extra" coloration and certain exaggeration from time to time. One is not sure at times,
therefore, if he is reading a series of plots for Hollywood "westerns" or if this is substantially factual history.
Professor Delmont R. Oswald, the editor of this edition, has
provided an introduction and copious annotations which will help

82

immensely those persons, scholars and otherwise, who need to
make fine distinction between Beckwourth's exploits as fact or
fiction. It should help also (anyone who wishes to identify) more
clearly those important people and events alluded to or referred
to casually by Beckwourth.
As one moves through history with the autobiography he should
be immediately cognizant of at least two things : first, that he has a
"gold mine" of references to Western Americana that links up
with vignettes, slanted and otherwise, already prominently on the
literary scene. And second, that it is a sad commentary - and
one more validation of the need for Black Studies (and Ethnic
Studies) programs in our educational systems - that a monumental
work such as this should only now emerge as a significant historical item.
Ferris, Robert G., Series Editor. SOLDIER AND BRAVE: HISTORIC PLACES ASSOCIATED WITH INDIAN AFFAIRS
AND THE INDIAN WARS IN THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI
WEST. New edition. Vol. XII, THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF
HISTORfC SITES AND BUILDINGS. Washington, D.C. :
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
1971. $4.00
Reviewer: CLARENCE F. MciNTOSH, California State University,
Chico.
This volume, which is the work of the Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation, Division of History, National Park Sel:vice, is the product of the labor of many people, chiefly National
Park Service historians and archaeologists. Its general supervisor
was Robert M. Utley, Chief Historian; the assistant editor was
Richard E. Morris. It represents the high caliber of scholarship so
frequently conducted by members of that agency.
The subtitle of the volume accurately describes its scope.
Roughly seven-eighths of its contents is a survey of historic sites
and buildings associated with trans-Mississippi Indian affairs and
Indian wars in twenty-four states, including all of those in the
trans-Mississippi West (except Iowa) and three on the Atlantic
Coast. The latter, however, are related to the region west of the
Mississippi. For example, Castillo de San Marcos (Fort Marion)
National Monument, Florida, is included because western tribal
leaders were imprisoned there, 1815-1878, following the Red River
War. The survey includes sites that are in National Park Service
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areas as well as those outside its jurisdiction. The location, history,
and significance of each site is presented concisely and clearly,
making the volume useful to interested history buffs who like to
enrich their travels with stops at historic sites.
The remaining one-eighth of the volume includes two introductory chapters, the first of which gives an excellent historical
survey of the soldier-brave theme, 1803--1890, and the second of
which explains the survey and site categories. Also included are:
a brief bibliography, criteria for the selection of historic sites of
national significance, and an index. Nine useful maps and over
two hundred illustrations are in the book.
A chief virtue of the book lies in its factual and particular interpretive approach. In an era in which there is too much overgeneralization and over-simplification about United States Indian
affairs, it is well to be reminded how local and complex these
matters were. The same approach, if applied to contemporary
American Indian affairs, would be useful.
THE GENESIS OF THE FRONTIER THESIS, A STUDY IN
HISTORICAL CREATIVITY, San Marino: The Huntington
Library, 1971. 315 pp. Notes and index, $8.50.
Reviewer: MARTHA SEFFER O'BRYON, Editor THE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN, Curator: Stuart Library of Westem Americana,
University of the Pacific.
Ray Allen Billington tells us in his introduction that the beginning of his "love affair" with Frederick Jackson Turner was on
January 2, 1960 when the Turner papers were opened in the Huntington Library for use by scholars.
Dr. Billington returned to the Huntington Library at every possible
opportunity until 1963 when Dr. Promfret offered him a position
on the staff as Senior Research Associate. And so, in a remarkable
way, this dedicated historian has been able to present to the people
an exciting journey through a creative adventure, the development
of the Turner theory on "The Significance of the Frontier in
American History."
After much thought and study, Dr. Billington decided to edit
five groups of the Turner correspondence to define the genesis
of the frontier theory. He had divided his book into three sections.
The first Section, called "The Years of Preparation 1885-1892" concerns Jackson's background in Wisconsin which made him aware
of the traits of American people on the frontier. He felt that
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Americans were not transplanted from Europe but were, at least
partially, the product of American environment. A new spirit of
individualism and naturalism shaped the people. There was class
destruction and social and political equality were demanded. This
made, Turner thought, the United States different from Europe.
It is hard to believe that this theory was considered revolutionary when the first papers were read in 1893 at the Columbian
Exposition in Chicago, Illinois; however, the historians rebelled
at first. By 1910, the theory was generally accepted ..
A great influence on Turner was Professor William Allen of the
University of Wisconsin, who taught his students to rely on source
documents. By applying the methodology of medieval students to
United States History, Turner was able to discover some truths
which evaded others.
Dr. Billington attempts to make the reader relive the ideas
which must have run through young Turner's mind as he developed the theory, and he records the boyhood days of Turner in
Portage, Wisconsin where the boy lived close to the wilderness
in a "plastic" society. Had Turner been born in a city he might
not have developed the thesis, and he once said that the frontier
was a safety valve for the down-trodden.
Section II is devoted to "Formulating the Thesis 1892-1893."
With his MA out of the way, Frederick Jackson Turner entered
John Hopkins in 1888 where he stated that he · learned from
Herbert Baxter Adams "an added enthusiasm for historical research and a definite desire to relate history to the present."
Turner left Baltimore to return to the University of Wisconsin
as an assistant professor in June, 1889. Professor Allen, his friend
and mentor, lived only until December 9 of that year and Allen's
final work had to be printed and classes had to be taught, so
Turner's class room teaching was perfected. During this period he
felt that people moved to the Frontier because of overcrowding,
love of adventure, fear of military service, hope of economic and
social betterment and a more congenial religious climate. Somehow
these days set the scene for the creative display of Turner's mind,
and although he was later to incorporate Achille Loria's thesis regarding "free land" he saw the expansion to the frontier as a major
force in American hist01y. Turner's creative mind allowed him to
find meaning and unity in his thesis and found his thesis worth
testing.
On page 148, Dr. Billington gives an appraisal of Turner's
creative skills and his definition of creative thinkers, he says,
"... are less rigidly bound intellectually than other mortals." To
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me. the analysis of the creative ability in this man was best analyzed in Billington's conclusion that Turner's real contribution was
to challenge and occupy historical scholars for generations to come.
The last section of the book covers Turner's correspondence with
five of his colleagues in which the historian attempts to recall
the genesis of his theory. Although there were inaccuracies in
small details, the letters reveal his great understanding of the
American past and are a fascinating record of his relationship to
the historians of his day.
FRANCIS DRAKE, PRIVATEER: CONTEMPORARY NARRATIVES AND DOCUMENTS, selected and edited by John
Hampden. University, Alabama: The University of Alabama
Press, 1972. 286 pp. $12.75. Illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index.
Reviewer: BRucE HENRY. archivist Henry E. Huntington Library,
San Marino, California.
Francis Drake "was more skillful in all points of navigation
than any ever was ... he was also of a perfect memory, great observation, eloquent by nature, skillful in artillery, expert and apt
to let blood and give physic unto his people . . . He was low of
stature, strong of limbs, broad breasted, round-headed, brown
hair ( ed), full bearded, his eyes round, large and clear, wellfavoured, fair and of cheerful countenance. His name was a terror
to the French, Spaniard, Portugal and Indians . . . In brief he
was as famous in Europe and America as Tamburlane in Asia
and Africa."
Thus wrote the chronicler John Stow in 1614, eight years after
Drake's death. Many of Drake's contemporaries left similar accounts of this colorful sea dog and his deeds. John Hampden has
in the present volume collected five of which concern his most important early voyages: John Hawkins' official report on the slaving
expedition that culminated in the Battle of San Juan de Ulua
( 1568); Philip Nichols' narrative about the raid on Panama ( 15721573); and the narratives of Sir Francis Drake (nephew), John
Cook and John Winter regarding the famous circumnavigation of
the globe ( 1577-1580).
Of all his voyages the circumnavigation was Drake's most
memorable. He departed from Plymouth in the late fall and sailed
south to the east coast of South America, up the west coast of the
Americas to a point near present-day San Francisco, west across the
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Pacific through the East Indies and the Indian Ocean and then
north along the west coast of Africa to England. His landing in
California, or "New Albion," was a highlight of the expedition.
The natives there received him and his crew as gods and "made
several orations, or rather . . . supplications, that he would take the
province and kingdom into his hand ( to) become their king and
patron .. . Wherefore, in the name and to the use of Her Most Excellent Majesty, he took the sceptre, crown and dignity of the said
country into his hand . . . for Her Majesty to enjoy, as was now
her proper own." This new accession of territory to the '"Imperial
Crown" probably had not been anticipated.
All the narratives in this book have been published before but
in places not readily available to a general reader. Hampden has
now made them accessible, and he has done so in a fine manner.
The accounts, which have been modernized in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and italics, are woven together by a scholarly
(though not pedantic) commentary. Footnotes, a glossa1y, a chronology, and an annotated bibliography also supplement the text.
Thirty-two plates, three facsimiles and two maps further enhance
this volume, which, with its handsome dust jacket, will certainly
grace anyone's bookshelf.
JESUITS BY THE GOLDEN GATE, The Society of Jesus in San
Francisco 1849-1969, John Bernard McGloin, S.J., University of
San Francisco. 1972. 283 pp. $8.50.
Reviewer : STANLEY E. McCAFFREY, President, University of
the Pacific.
The objective of this work is to present as complete a picture
as possible of tnt entire Jesuit story in San Francisco. Based upon
extensive historical research in Rome and elsewhere, this is the
first attempt at a complete telling of 120 years of Jesuit history in
San Francisco.
Since 1849 the Jesuit story has formed an integral part of San
Francisco's colorful past.
Father Anthony Maraschi opened the doors of St. Ignatius
Academy on Market Street in 1855 and, four years later, the budding institution was chartered by the State as St. Ignatius College;
in 1930 the name was changed to the University of San Francisco.
Throughout this history there is also a St. Ignatius Church; five
were constructed during the 120-year span.
Father McGloin is professor of California History at the Uni87

versity of San Francisco and in addition to his extensive and careful research, he brings to this book a personal commitment to his
task, a very readable writing style and an obvious spiritual feeling
for his subject.
The struggles of an institution to first become established and
then flourish, only to be set back by the disastrous 1906 earthquake and then to begin anew are especially interesting_to me as
I recall accounts of the development of our own university.
Father McGloin has done very well in capturing both the factual development of the Society of Jesus and the more elusive elements of faith that go into the development of institutions like
the University of San Francisco and St. Ignatius Church.
The Jesuits have made a vital contribution to the religious, educational and civic life of San Francisco and this book, in telling
the rich story of the Jesuits by the Golden Gate, represents a valuable addition to the recorded history of San Francisco.
THE DONNER PARTY, by George Keithley, associate professor
of .English, Chico State College. Hard cover. $6.50. George Braziller, publisher, 1972.
Reviewer: DIANE M. BoRDEN, Assistant Professor, University of
the Pacific, English Department.
Perhaps it was good that this reviewer had only a superficial
knowledge of the Donner Party episode. The events of George
Keithley's narrative poem The Donner Party take on a dramatic
impact that transforms history into a personal intensity. Though
George Donner, his family, and fellow travelers are historical
personages, Keithley's cast take on the fictive reality one usually
associates with the novel. Because of this fictive level the characters and events of this tragic journey stand in a finer relief than
they might in a straightforward historical account.
Mr. Keithley is at his strongest when he evokes the land - its
moods, its colors and contours. His images and rhythms of language sometimes ring with a Faulknerian sonority. It is the precise
yet haunting descriptive passages of the American landscape that
most impressed me, above and beyond the story line itself.
What is an irritation about the book is Mr. Keithley's insistence
on using a rigid three line stanzaic pattern, except for the arbitrary
four line stanzas that open and close each section. There seems
to be no rationale for this form . The short lines often are choppy
and for the most part are not "real" poetry. There are moments
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when Mr. Keithley writes a longer line, often using alliteration,
when the language becomes richer and fuller. One can hear these
longer lines being read aloud by a deep, slow-paced voice.
Had I been Professor Keithley's editor, I would have advised
him to use a freer form, stretching the lines across the page, falling
as if casual clause breaths. I would not have hesitated to use
prose passages when called for, and often they are called for .
However, that Mr. Keithley has chosen to write a narrative
poem in a time when the lyric has been the fashion for nearly a
century is a daring attempt. That he does this without falling
victim to a pretentious archaic language or a pseudo-epic tone is
commendable. But it must also be said that the poetry of The
Donner Party is not always poetry.
JAMES F. O'CONNELL. A RESIDENCE OF ELEVEN YEARS
IN NEW HOLLAND AND THE CAROLINE ISLANDS, Saul
M. Riesenberg, editor. Pacific History Series: No. 4, Honolulu,
The University of Hawaii Press, 1972, xiv, 233 pages, Forward,
Introduction, Index.
Reviewer, STANLEY W . CROKER, member of the faculty at Callison College, University of the Pacific. Mr. Croker is a native of
Australia and a graduate of University of Sydney.
To make a good judgement about the significance of this book,
one would need to have either a good knowledge of the early literature on both Australia and the Pacific or a present familiarity
with these two areas - or both! It is difficult for the general reader
to decide anything about the authenticity of the writings of James
O'Connell. It is well, then, that the original manuscript has been
published with a very thorough scholarly introduction. Saul Reisenberg tries to establish, first, the real identity of O'Connell, and
second the veracity of the dates and details of O'Connells narrative,
in order to, third, assess the reliability of the book as a useful
source for understanding life on Ponape Island in particular and
the Pacific Islands in general, at a time of irregular European
contact in the 1920's. While the result leaves uncertainty about the
identity of O'Connell, Reisenberg conveys the clear impression that
the writings of O'Connell contain much useful and important information to corroborate later anthropological work done in Ponope. The book, then, is of importance to scholars of the Pacific
Islands, rather than Australia. While O'Connell's observations
about the colony of New South Wales in the early Nineteenth
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Century are entertaining there is a plentiful supply of documented
information available for the study of the colony in that era.
O'Connell's book is not limited in interest only to scholars. It is
a fascinating and lively account of a remarkable adventure, living
with the people of Ponope Island for approximately five years.
The more careful reading necessary for the Introduction is but a
prelude to the satisfying plunge into a narrative that is both informative and evocative of adventure.
THE AMERICANIZATION OF ALASKA, 1867-1897, by Ted C.
Hinckley. Palo Alto, California: Pacific Books, Publishers, 1972.
:2.85 pp., illus., $8.95.
Reviewer: BARRY M. CoucH, associate professor of history,
Waterloo Lutheran University, Ontario, Canada. He is the
author of THE ROYAL NAVY AND THE NORTHWEST
COAST OF NORTH AMERICA, 1840-1914.
Frederick Jackson Turner in his commencement address at the
University of Washington in 1914 remarked "Already Alaska beckons on the north, and pointing to her wealth of natural resources
asks the nation on what new terms the new age will deal with her."
Turner's remarks would have been relevant in 1867 or a century
later. Ted Hinckley's book tells us that in the continental United
States, Alaska was not universally viewed as "the great north land."
It demanded the attention of the nation, but did not get it. By
1897 Alaska could boast only about 8,000 whites, many of whom
were sojourners or itinerants, persons who had mixed feelings
about the territory. The thirty years here chronicled are a record
of commercial growth, resource development, missionary activity
and white-native interplay and conflict. Hinckley has portrayed
the myriad of developments that make Alaskan history so
fascinating.
The main strength of this book, which deserves to be widely
known, is that in the period 1867-1897 Alaska did not undergo the
typical American frontier experience: environment and resource
exploitation did not allow it to develop in the same fashion as the
Dakotas or Nebraska, or for that matter, the Pacific states. The
Americanization of Alaska, we are told, occured not by wagon
train or railways but by sea. Alaska was an overseas possession of
the United States, and to a large degree this must surely have
dictated how Washington perceived the territory. The neglect
was not salutary, and was part of the unique Alaskan experience
in the thirty years after the purchase of "Seward's Folly."
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One would have expected that in a study of a maritime region
such as Alaska, which Hinckley tells us has a unique maritime
heritage, more attention would have been given to the interplay
of seaborne trade and naval power. The U. S. Navy's role in the
Americanization of Alaska is mentioned in passing, but U.S. naval
records are not included in the bibliography. This reviewer would
also have liked to see more on how corporate influence shaped
Alaskan politics, how American women took to the north in a
variety of occupations, and how Indians and Eskimo responded
to United States native policies. Attention to these areas of study
would have strengthened this book, which nonetheless remains an
important introduction to the topic. Several photographs, a comprehensive bibliography, and attractive book design add to the
appeal of this volume.
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(List compiled by
Pacific Historian.)

MARGARET VAN ALSTYNE,

Book Editor of The

In order to acquaint our readers with these interesting books, we list them
here alphabetically:

EDWARD ALSWORTH ROSS AND THE SOCIOLOGY OF PROGRESSIVISM by Julius Weinberg. (Published by the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin, 1972. Hard cover 260 pp. including notes on the sources and
bibliography, $8.95.) "During his long and productive career, Ross played
many roles - Populist, Progressive, muckraker, academician - but he managed to transcend them all." The author holds the MA and PhD. degrees
in history from the U. of Michigan, is presently a member of the history
department of Cleveland State U. and a visiting lecturer in the graduate
extension center of the U. of Michigan. Among his writings are contributions to the Encyclopedia of World Biography.

THE MARU CULT OF THE POMO INDIANS by Clement W. Meighan
and Francis A. Riddle, Southwest Museum Papers no. 23. (Los Angeles,
1972. Hard cover. X plus 134 pp.) Excellent illustrations of these Northern
California Indians, their ceremonies and symbols. Introduction by Carl
Dentzel, director of Southwest Museum, pointing out among other things,
the eminent qualifications of the archaeologist authors.

"MYSTERIOUS SCOTT" OF DEATH VALLEY and Tracks of a Tenderfoot
Through the New Gold Fields of Nevada. First copyrighted in 1906 and
now (1972) reprinted in paperback by Chalfant Press of Bishop. 218 pp.
including a 55 p. Appendix.

THE PAIUTES OF PYRAMID LAKE by Ruth Hermann. (Copyrighted 1972
by the author, Harlan-Young Press, San Jose. Hard cover, $7.50) a dedi cated, thoroughly researched history of the Paiutes by one familiar at
first hand with their land and their culture.

THE PONCA CHIEFS, An Account of the Trial of Standing Bear, by
Thomas Henry Tibbles, edited with an introduction by Kay Graber, editor of the U. of Nebraska Press. (1972 Bison paperback, $2.25. 143 pp.
including introduction and note on the text.) The Ponca Chiefs was first
published in Boston in 1880, having been compiled from reportorial notes
appearing in the Omaha Herald. The well-printed Bison edition is most
timely illuminating as it does the study of modern readers who would
understand something of the tortuous quality of Indian-white relationships
in historical perspective.
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SOME REMINISCENCES OF MY SEVENTY-FOUR YEARS IN MENDOCINO COUNTY (1892-1966), an autobiography by Lilburn Gibson, fourth
edition 1972. (Published in Ukiah, Ca. by The Letter Shop. Paperback, 203
pp. exclusive of illustrations.) An account of this retired Superior Court
Judge's life as "youngster, cowboy, lawyer, District Attorney, Judge of the
Superior Court and now retired," dedicated to his wife Velma. In a nation
and an age in which mobility is the watchword, it is refreshing to be reminded that one who puts down deep roots in a given area may reap
great rewards .
SAN FRANCISCO'S TELEGRAPH HILL by David F. Myrick, copyrighted
1972 by Howell-North Books, Berkeley. Hard-cover, nine by eleven and
one-half inches with 284 illustrations, appendix, bibliography and index.
The beautiful colored view of the Hill (Don Maskell, photographer) appears also on the dust jacket. $9.95.
This book is admirably designed as a source of instruction and entertainment to anyone interested in the history of one of the most picturesque areas in that hilly and beautiful city of San Francisco . .Mr. Myrick
is a prolific and experienced writer and a zealous San Franciscan and
knows whereof he speaks . Get this book as a gift for your favorite
person, that is if you can bear to part with it!
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Last but by no means least upon our list is UNWRITTEN HISTORY, LIFE
AMONG THE MODOCS by Joaquin Miller, edited with introduction
by A. H. Rosenus. (Orion Press, Eugene, Oregon, 1972. xiii plus 400 pp.
paperback, $2.95.)
This fictionalized autobiography was first printed in 1873, the events
which it described (with additions, subtractions and embellishments) having occurred some years previous to publication (1856-1860). Joaquin
Miller (born Cincinnatus Hiner Miller in Indiana in 1837) emigrated with
his parents to Oregon at the age of fifteen. Two years later he went to
Northern California as a gold seeker. "He participated in the Battle of
Castle Crags, nearly losing his life when a bullet entered his neck . . .
He was also present at the Pitt River Massacre early in 1857 . . . beginning about 1856, he stayed with the McCloud and Shasta tribes for
months at a time, going to the mining centers to seek work if food was
scarce. He recognized that the Indians were 'at once the worst and best
of men, the tamest and fiercest of beings'. They were able to combine as many of the whites were not - the natural, emotional, and spiritual
sides of their natures, and their hearts were rich in the materials of
poetry."
To this reader (who made many trips into the Klamath region and
Mount Shasta area as a child and young adult) the main charm of the
book centers in the vivid word pictures of the area - of the great white
mountain at all seasons and times of day and night, of the streams frozen
and free-flowing, of the infinite variety and color of trees and shrubbery
trimmed with snow-fur in winter, with delicate shadings of multi-green
in spring and with russet and gold caparisons in autumn, the plentitude of
fish and deer and ducks before the coming of the whites and the scarcity
of wild-life afterward. The word ecology is not present but the concept
permeates the entire work. Therefore, it is most fitting and appropriate
that this particular contribution of the author - known chiefly as a poet
rather than a master of prose - should be republished at this time.
It is comforting to us of lesser talents to note that this multi-talented
literary figure had great difficulty getting his priorities as a man completely sorted out. It is obvious that his sympathies were with both Indians
and whites and that they swung him off balance at times in a truly dangerous way.
When this material was originally published Miller was being lionized
in England. He capitalized there on the experiences he had had among the
primitive whites and Indians in earlier years of his life, but he was either
unable or unwilling (perhaps both) to relate factually these experiences
as would the serious historian. In poeticizing his experiences he has left
many mysteries. But in the opinion of this admirer his inaccuracies accidental and deliberate - may be forgiven a thousand times over - because of our indebtedness to him for his true and timeless word pictures,
which will outlast all mutations of photography!
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